
Resulting SunQuest Gram 
Stains



In SunQuest GUI (Result Entry), enter the 
ACCESSION NUMBER into the value box at 
the top of the page.



Select the test you want to work with at the 
bottom of the page. For Gram stain results 
that are NOT fecal leukocytes or a respiratory 
culture, the test code will either be AERGS, 
ANAGS or GS.



You will be given a prompt to ‘click 
on COMPOSED TEXT tab.’ Hit the 
space bar to close this prompt.

While holding down the ‘ALT’ key, 
hit T and then V. 

This will put the following message 
into the composted text area: 
For bacteria or organisms under Gram Stain Oil Immersion Field (OIF):

< 1 / OIF  = Rare

1-5 / OIF  = Few

6-24/ OIF  = Moderate

> =25/ OIF = Many

For cells (polys, reds, and epithelial cells) under Gram Stain Low

Power Field (LPF):

< 1 / LPF  = Rare

1-9 / LPF  = Few

10-24/ LPF = Moderate

> =25/ LPF = Many



Your page will look like this and you are ready 
to add your results.



Your results will go in the highlighted box. First you want quantity of 
your organism or white blood cells.

You can either hit ; and then the quantity code (NO, RARE, FEW, MOD, 
MANY)

OR

Use a hot key
~|` = NO
1 = RARE
2= FEW
3= MODERATE
4= MANY

MOD



Next, you will want to enter your organism(s). The following is a list of hot keys and their respective organisms or cells:

Z = Gram positive cocci Y= Gram positive diplococci N= Gram variable rods
X= Gram positive rods V= Gram negative diplococci M= Yeast
C= Gram negative rods B= Gram negative coccobacilli H= Polys
J= Epithelial cells K= Clue cells L= Columnar epithelial cells

MOD GPC



If there are NO POLYS or NO ORGANISMS the following hot keys can be used:

9/( = No polys seen
?|/ = No organisms seen
Y = XX (No polys or organisms seen)

XX



If you ever forget a hot key code, click F8 and the following table of shortcuts will appear.



After the results are entered, you can either SAVE the results or FINAL the results

• If the results are under an AERGS or ANAGS, the results cannot be finaled and 
instead must be saved. Hold down the ‘ALT’ key and click S twice.

• If the results are on a GS only order, they can be finaled. Shift + ~|` will final 
the culture. Hold down the ‘ALT’ key and click S once. You will then be directed 
to the BILLING screen.



The only Gram stain result that requires a billing code is anything that is 
CONCENTRATED, such as CSF, BAL or any sterile fluid. 

The billing code for a CONCENTRATED Gram stain is CONCT.

After the billing code is entered, click ALT + S to save the results.



Resulting SunQuest Fecal 
Leukocytes (STPLY)



• In SunQuest GUI (Result 
Entry), enter the 
ACCESSION NUMBER 
into the value box at the 
top of the page.



• Select the test you want 
to work with at the 
bottom of the page. 
Fecal leukocytes will 
always be under the 
code STPLY.



To result fecal leukocytes, you will first need the quantity:

1 = RARE
2 = FEW
3 = MODERATE
4 = MANY

The hot key for POLYS is ‘H.’

FEW-POLYS FEW-POLYS



If there are NO POLYS SEEN, hit ‘9,’ which is the hot key for ‘NO POLYS SEEN.’

You can then final your result by hitting Shift + ~|`

Hit ALT + S to save your results. There is no billing code for fecal leukocytes.

NPOL NO POLYS SEEN



Resulting SunQuest Gram 
Stains- Respiratory Cultures



1. Enter the patient accession 
number into the search box here.

2. Select the RESPC 
culture to result 
Gram stains for 
sputum, BALs, 
bronch washings, 
etc.



• You will be given a prompt to ‘click on 
COMPOSED TEXT tab.’ Hit the space bar to close 
this prompt.

• While holding down the ‘ALT’ key, hit T and then 
V. 

• This will put the following message into the 
composted text area: 

• For bacteria or organisms under Gram Stain Oil Immersion 
Field (OIF):

• < 1 / OIF  = Rare

• 1-5 / OIF  = Few

• 6-24/ OIF  = Moderate

• > =25/ OIF = Many

• For cells (polys, reds, and epithelial cells) under Gram Stain 
Low

• Power Field (LPF):

• < 1 / LPF  = Rare

• 1-9 / LPF  = Few

• 10-24/ LPF = Moderate

• > =25/ LPF = Many



Your results will go in the highlighted box. First you want quantity of 
your organism, white blood cells or epithelial cells.
**YOU MUST QUANTITATE EPITHELIAL CELLS FOR SPUTUM GRAM 
STAIN** Epithelial cells must be less than 10 cells per low power field, 
or the specimen
must be rejected 
(see Slide 23).

Use a hot key
~|` = NO
1 = RARE
2= FEW
3= MODERATE
4= MANY



Next, you will want to enter your organism(s). The following is a list of hot keys and their respective organisms or cells:

Z = Gram positive cocci Y= Gram positive diplococci N= Gram variable rods
X= Gram positive rods V= Gram negative diplococci M= Yeast
C= Gram negative rods B= Gram negative coccobacilli H= Polys
J= Epithelial cells K= Clue cells L= Columnar epithelial cells



All Gram stain results under a respiratory culture must be SAVED by holding down the 
ALT key and hitting ‘S’ once.

If the source is a concentrated specimen, such as a BAL or bronch washing, the billing 
code ‘CONCT’ needs to be added and then hit ALT+S again. If the source is not a 
concentrated specimen, hit ALT+S without entering a billing code.



Rejecting Sputums with >=10 epithelial cells per low power field

1. Make sure you 
are under the 
Direct Exam tab 
(ALT + D)

2. Enter the code ‘UNSPU’ by hitting the 
semi-colon (;) first and then entering the 
‘UNSPU’ code. There is no hotkey/shortcut 
for this code.



Rejecting Sputums with >=10 epithelial cells per low power field

1. Make sure you 
are under the 
Culture Entry tab 
(ALT + L)

2. Enter the code ‘SR1’ by hitting the 
semi-colon (;) first and then entering 
the ‘SR1’ code. There is no 
hotkey/shortcut for this code.

*Note: if the specimen 
is a tracheal aspirate, 
not a sputum, the code 
SR2 will need to be used 
instead of SR1.



All sputums that have been rejected because of epithelial count must be recollected:

-- if the patient is INPATIENT, please call the floor the patient is located and inform the nurse a recollect is needed 
due to oral contamination

-- if the patient is OUTPATIENT, please call the attending physician’s office and inform the office that a recollect is 
needed due to oral contamination.

** All calls should be documented under the COMPOSED TEXT tab (ALT+ D,T)**

Rejected sputum cultures can then be FINALED by holding down SHIFT and pressing the `|~ key.
Then hit ALT+S once to get to the billing screen.



Because the sputum is  rejected for culture, we must credit back 
the culture. The code to do this is CDRES. After the billing code is 
entered, press ALT + S to save the results.


