Mislabel Counseling Sheet

The following are possible scenarios illustrating how patient care can be affected due to mislabeled specimens.

· John Smith has a BMETP ordered.  Blood labeled with his name is run in the lab.  The potassium result is 2.2.  This is a critical result, so the patient is immediately given IV potassium.  Later another potassium is drawn to check the level post treatment.  The result is 7.3.  This level of potassium is life threatening and the patient could die without immediate treatment.  It was later discovered the blood giving a  potassium of 2.2 was type A positive.  John Smith is type O negative.

· Jane Johnson has a CBC ordered.  The HGB result is 6.2.  This prompts the Dr. to transfuse packed cells.  After the transfusion, a HGB and HCT are ordered to check the results of the treatment.  The HGB is 16.7.  On inspecting the first specimen it was discovered that a label with the name Julie Johnson was underneath the Jane Johnson label.  This patient was transfused unnecessarily resulting in exposure to possible disease including Hepatitis and HIV.  In addition, the patient starts showing signs of heart failure due to the RBC overload adding strain on the heart pumping the blood.

· Charles Adams is a heart patient on heparin.  His morning PTT result came back as 35.7.  This is not in the therapeutic range so he is given a bolus of heparin.  A repeat PTT shows a result of greater than 200.  The patient’s surgical incision begins to bleed excessively due to the fact that he is over anti-coagulated.  The patient loses so much blood he goes into cardiac arrest and dies.  It was later discovered that the specimen from the first PTT was mislabeled.

· Susie Brown comes into the ER after a car accident.  The doctor suspects a concussion.  A pregnancy test must be run prior to doing a CAT scan.  The pregnancy test comes back positive.  Susie and her husband are shocked when the Dr. gives her the news.  Her husband had a vasectomy 5 years earlier. She insists on being re-tested.  The repeat test comes back negative.  It was later discovered Susie Brown’s label was placed on a specimen belonging to Susan Bowman, a labor and delivery patient.

These are a few possible ramifications of mislabeled specimens.  Any of these patients could be our friends, family members or even ourselves.
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