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	TITLE:    Storage and Issue of Double Bag Platelet Products


Purpose:
To provide instructions for storing and combining double bag platelet products for issue.

Procedure:

	Step
	Action
	Related Documents

	1.
	Platelets received from the supplier in two connected bags:
· Are drawn and divided into two connected bags via sterile connecting device, because of donor characteristics and the collection process.

· Are connected with a manually operated clamp that can be released for combining into one bag. 
· Are considered to be one product, with one unit number.  One bag has the unit label and the second bag does not.
· Are received and entered into inventory using the same process as all other blood products.

· Are stored on the Platelet agitator in the Platelet Incubator.

· Have an expiration date of 4 hours once combined into one bag.


	· SQ Blood Product Entry
· Blood Inspection Policy

· Visual Inspection of Plasma Products

· Inventory Management Policy

	2.
	The platelets are combined before being issued.
· Do not combine until you have an order to give immediately.

· Remove the manual clamp, and hang the unit on the hook in the component preparation area, so that the contents empty into the bag with the unit label (Unit number, Exp date, etc.)
· Once all the contents have emptied into the labeled bag, seal off the tubing using the heat sealer.

· Discard the empty bag.


	· Using the Heat Sealer

	3.
	· Combine the platelets in Sunquest, using Component Preparation Function.
· Change the expiration date of the product in Sunquest, to 4 hours post combination.

· Change the expiration date on the unit label manually,

· Draw a single line through the original expiration date on the face label of the unit.

· Write the new expiration date and time below it.

· Sign with Tech ID, date and time of the change.

	· Preparation of Combined Platelets in Sunquest

	Step
	Action
	Related Documents

	4.
	Combined platelets are issued as a single platelet dose.
	· SQ Blood Product Issue
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