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PURPOSE                      
Instructions for properly cutting tissue sections for the Immunohistochemistry laboratory.
SCOPE

Histology Department
PROCEDURE
1. Use either tap water or deionized water for the water bath.
2. Use Positive charged slides and cut sections at 4 microns.
3. Select appropriate pre-cut control slide or control block, whichever is applicable.  Place in proper order in slide printer.

4. Place patient sections on the bottom half of the slide under the control, to ensure that the whole section is covered by the reagents during staining.
Note:  Be sure tissue sections are placed in appropriate "window" for Bond instrumentation.

5. When possible, maintain the same tissue orientation on each slide.
6. On requests that contain both antibody and unstained orders, cut antibody slides first and then the remaining unstained slides, numbering the slides if there is scant tissue.  Then cut the H&E recut last.  Label unstained with the case number only.

7. Dry unstained slides for 30 minutes only in the 60oC drying oven in a metal slide rack, and stain the H&E recut slide on the stainer.

Note:  Unstained slides with no orders are filed "unbaked".  Give them to IHC for filing.

8. Mark the order as complete in PowerPath after printing the H&E recut label.  
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