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PURPOSE                      
This procedure has been established to ensure that equipment utilized in the technical aspects of patient care is regulated properly.  It has been implemented to ensure that the highest quality technical services are rendered to the patients and physicians at University of Washington.

SCOPE

Histology Department

PROCEDURE
Materials:
· Microtome
· Cleaning Agent (i.e. Para-Gard or mild detergent)
· Leica Oil  (no. 405)
· Gauze
· Biohazard Sharps Container
· Brush
· Oven (!NOT! to exceed 65()
· Gloves
· Lab Coat
Procedure:
Daily:
1. Before cleaning, place the specimen clamp in the upper limit position and lock! hand-wheel.

2. Remove blade! from blade holder and discard in a Biohazard Sharps container.

3. Remove specimen block from specimen clamp.

4. Remove blade holder and base for cleaning.

5. Remove section waste with a dry brush.

6. Wipe all surfaces of the microtome blade holder, the base and the waste tray down with gauze (Note: gauze may be moistened with a mild detergent or Para-Gard).

7. If necessary, the varnished outside surfaces can be cleaned with a mild detergent and then dried with a moist cloth.

As Needed:
The Blade holder and the Cassette clamp may be cleaned as needed by the following;

1. To clean the blade holder, remove the front pressure plate.

2. Fold blade guard downward.

3. Rotate the blade-clamping lever downward.

4. Carefully, remove blade! 
5. Pull out the clamping lever sideways.

6. Remove the pressure plate.

7. Clean with a damp (not wet!) cloth.  Use only Para-Gard or mild detergent/soapy water.

8. Dry the blade holder and re-assemble.

9. When re-assembling, ensure that the upper edge of the pressure plate is parallel to and the same height as the upper edge of the rear pressure plate.  

10. To clean the Cassette clamp, detach the cassette clamp for a thorough cleaning, removing all paraffin residues.

11. Place the cassette clamp in oven (warning! Oven cannot exceed 65() and keep there until all paraffin has become liquefied and drained off the clamp.

12. Remove paraffin residues with a dry cloth.

13. After such a cleaning procedure in an oven, always be sure to lubricate the axle (refer to the Leica Microsystems Instruction manuals; model RM 2155 see pgs35-36, model 2255 see pgs 70-71).

Maintenance:
The Microtomes are serviced by Scientific Instruments.

The instrument is basically maintenance-free.   To ensure trouble-free operations of the instrument over a long period of time, the following is recommended:

1. Clean the instrument daily.

2. Once a month, lubricate the following components with oil no. 405 (1-2 drops are sufficient), (refer to the Leica Microsystems Instruction manuals; model RM 2155 see pgs35-36, model 2255 see pgs 70-71).
· The movable parts of the fixture for specimen clamps and of the dove tail mortise.

· The T-Piece on the microtome base plate.

· Clamping levers and on the microtome.

· Guide rails for the blade holder base on the microtome base plate.

· Clamping levers and on the right and left side of the blade holder base.

· Guide rail of the lateral displacement mechanism on the blade holder base.

· T-piece on the blade holder base.

· The sliding surfaces on the blade guard and knurled nuts on the blade holder.

· Clamping lever of the blade holder.

· Axle of the clamping lever of the cassette clamp.

3. Notify supervisor of any discrepancies.
4. If service is needed, call Scientific Instruments at:  206-543-5580
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ALWAYS! Remove the blade before performing any cleaning or maintenance!


DO NOT! Clean the outer surfaces with alcohol, alcohol-based cleaners (i.e. window cleaner), abrasive cleaners or solvents containing acetone or xylene!


NO FLUID must enter the interior of the instrument during cleaning!
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