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PURPOSE                      
This procedure has been established to ensure that equipment utilized in the technical aspects of patient care is regulated properly.  It has been implemented to ensure that the highest quality technical services are rendered to the patients and physicians at University of Washington.

SCOPE

Histology Department

PROCEDURE
Materials:
· Water baths
· Thermometer
· Temperature Record Log
· Kim Wipes
· Mild Detergent 
· Dilute Bleach Solution
· Sponge/Scrubber
Procedure:
Daily:
1. Fill water bath with clean hot tap water each day for paraffin sectioning and turn on to heat.

2. Clean!! water bath between each patient block sample to avoid cross contamination.  Skim a Kim Wipe across the surface to pick up any left over sections floating on the water bath.

3. Record temperature of water bath on the temperature record log (range should be maintained between 5( to 10( below the melting point of the paraffin in use).

4. Notify the supervisor of any discrepancies.

5. Empty the water bath at the end of each day after use, carefully wiping the surface of any residual paraffin debris.  

6. Turn the heating element off at the end of each day when done cutting.

(DO NOT place empty glass bath on a heated surface!).

As Needed:
1. Sanitize the water bath using a sponge/scrubber and a mild soapy detergent or a dilute bleach solution.
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Water Bath Tips


100% Alcohol can be added to the water bath to reduce wrinkles.


A small dab of soap (from dispenser) tapped on the water bath surface prevents tissue from exploding.
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