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PURPOSE                      
This procedure has been established to ensure that equipment utilized in the technical aspects of patient care is regulated properly.  It has been implemented to ensure that the highest quality technical services are rendered to the patients and physicians at University of Washington.

SCOPE

Histology Department

PROCEDURE
Materials:
· Tissue-Tek Embedding Unit (x2)
· Paraffin dispenser
· Paraffin
· Forceps
· Thermometer
· Temperature Log
· QC Log
· Scrapper
· Cotton-tipped Applicators
· Container
· Gauze
· Gloves
Daily:
1. Wipe the embedding console thoroughly while embedding to prevent cross contamination.

2. Utilizing a scraper and gauze, clean the embedding surface, the block holding chamber and the chilling unit thoroughly after embedding is completed to remove excess debris and wax.

3. Remove the paraffin drawer (below the embedding unit), scrape out the wax residue and discard in the regular trash.

4. Clean up wax debris around the embedding center.

5. Re-fill the paraffin dispenser with paraffin pellets to ensure enough melted paraffin for next day (see notes below).

6. Collect the used embedding molds, along with the embedding tools (ensure that the embedding tools are kept clean to prevent cross contamination) and place in the VIP cassette rack.

7. Place the rack in the VIP retort chamber and start the clean cycle (refer to VIP Clean Cycle Procedure, Histology QC Manual).

8. When clean cycle is done, remove the molds, sort and place in the mold holding chamber.  Place the embedding tools back in the heated holding slots.

9. Record the temperature of the tissue tek paraffin dispenser and spare paraffin dispenser on the temperature log (range is 56º-62º).
10. Notify supervisor of any discrepancies.

Weekly:
1. Clean excess wax from the unit.

2. Clean excess wax from the sides of the embedding unit (where wax has dripped down from embedding).

3. Clean forceps heated holding slots with a cotton-tip applicator to remove accumulated debris.  

4. Fill the cleaned slots with a small amount of clean melted paraffin.

As Needed:
1. If excess air is being dispensed while embedding or the drain filter in the paraffin dispenser is dirty, the paraffin retort must be drained.

2. Drain the melted paraffin into a collection container and discard the waste in the regular trash. Allow the paraffin to harden before trash removal.

3. Remove the drain filter and wipe the chamber and filter out thoroughly with gauze.  Discard gauze in the regular trash.
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NOTES:


Be sure to monitor the level as the paraffin melts to ensure an adequate level for the next day’s embedding.


Be sure the heated paraffin-dispensing chamber has not been accidentally turned off.
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