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PURPOSE                      

To monitor quality control of the water in the laboratory.
PROCEDURE
The RO Water in IHC lab is being used for making buffers and reagents. RO water is being purified thru the process of Reverse Osmosis. It is being monitored and maintained by Facilities Services at Health Science building. In the process the water goes thru UV light. The UV is sized for the flow rate to provide adequate exposure and utilizes a 254 nm wave length UV lamp which is the standard disinfection wavelength.

The system is checked weekly, monthly readings recorded by Facilities Services at Health Science. They also do an annual water sample. A sample of the water testing is attached to this procedure.
Water from the RO faucet will be sent for Sterility checks twice a year to UWMC Microbiology lab. Follow the steps below for the testing:

a. Let the water run for at least 1 minute.
b. Quickly uncap the centrifuge tube, fill and cap again.
c. Use sterile technique (i.e. do not touch the inside of the tube to any part of the filter or hand).
d. Fill out a Microbiology Lab Request Form.  To order more request forms call 8-6882 and ask for more forms using the IHC budget number (08-7094).
e. Label tube with the IHC room number, lab, type of specimen and phone number.
f. Take the tube and form to Microbiology.
When the report of testing is back, review the result. If there is no growth of any bacteria. Put your initials on the report and file the paperwork in the Equipment PM binder. If there is growth of any bacteria of 20-40 colony/ml, contact the Facilities Services at Health Sciences at 206-685-8850 and documents the corrective action that was taken. Notify your supervisor of any issues or problem.
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