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PURPOSE                      

Handling placentas in UWMC Anatomic Pathology.

PROCEDURE

1. Placenta specimens and corresponding PCR's are picked up Monday through Friday by Surgical Pathology (SP) staff, by 0930 in Labor and Delivery (L&D) refrigerator (EE607 in East wing of L&D).  If no PCR is attached to a specimen, write down the name and hospital number from the specimen, and call the charge nurse in L&D (598-4616) to request that a PCR be completed.  If the placenta is not labeled, the Unlabeled Placenta Handling Procedure, 6000-01-04-03, should be followed.  If there is not an attending listed on the PCR, accession the case to Eschenbach, and circle the absent attending box on the PCR.  Not this deficiency in the Req Data tab in PowerPath under Specimen Adequacy.
2. Placentas are sorted in Surgical Pathology by Surgical Pathology support staff.  If the PCR is equivocal in terms of whether an examination is requested, the specimen should be accessioned.  If the no exam is marked, record the no exam placenta in the placenta tally on the S:drive under the gross room folder.  If the No Examination box is checked and there are maternal or fetal indications marked, set the placenta aside and give the placenta PCR to a PA for review.  The floor will be called to confirm no exam is indicated.  Placentas which are not to be examined are stored for 7 days in the appropriate refrigerator located in the surgical specimen storage room (within the Autopsy Suite, BB250).  Placentas are accessioned to Pathologists based on information supplied by the PA.  Accessioned placentas to be examined are placed in the Gross Room refrigerator and the PCR is given to the PA for review.

3. The PA will authorize the support staff to fix the placentas for exam.  Fixation of whole placentas prior to sectioning is encouraged for ideal examination.

4. Refer to the Grossing Manual located in MedHub under "Surgical Pathology Guidelines" for placenta grossing and sections to submit.

5. After examination of placentas, support staff should write on top of the PCR the initials of the person, resident or attending, to receive the slides and assign them in PowerPath.

6. Slides are distributed to the person whose initials are on the PCR.  If no initials are listed, the slides are distributed as indicated in PowerPath, first to the listed resident and then to the listed attending.
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