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PURPOSE                      

To properly package, consent and transfer placentas to Labor and Delivery staff for release to patients.
PROCEDURE
Patients will be consented and placentas will be released to patients in the Labor and Delivery Department. Patients are not to be sent to Pathology to retrieve placentas.
Placentas for examination will not be released to patients under any circumstances.

Labor and Delivery will obtain written consent on the floor from the patient and bring the completed placenta release form to BB220.  Once the consent form is properly completed the placenta is released to Labor and Delivery personnel.  Please do not send the Pathology Placenta Release Form home with the patient; these are to be retained in Pathology.

Placentas for release are placed in a triple containment system: the placenta bag, a biohazard bag and inside a specimen container labeled with a biohazard sticker.

The placenta is then accessioned and given a surgical number; a photo copy of the consent paperwork along with the Pathology Placenta Request Form is photocopied and scanned into PowerPath.  The case will be assigned to Pathologist (Correction, SL-Demographic), no resident will be assigned.

If the patient presents to BB220 to take their placenta home:

Contact a supervisor to perform consent process.

Supervisors will obtain a photo copy of the parents' state identification; only parents are allowed to receive placentas.  The placenta release form is located at the front desk in BB220, please ask office personnel.  The placenta is then accessioned and the paperwork scanned into PowerPath.
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