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PURPOSE                      

This procedure states how to handle and transport suspected CJD (Creutzfeldt-Jacob Disease) specimens from the operating room to Harborview Neuropathology Department.  These operative procedures are to be scheduled in the morning hours and Pathology is to be notified in advance of procedure.

PROCEDURE

1. UWMC Pathology will receive notification from the operating room that a suspected CJD case is being performed.
2. UWMC Pathology will prepare a Styrofoam transportation container filled with dry ice.  Styrofoam specimen containers and dry ice are located in Central Processing.
3. The unlabeled container is then given to the charge nurse in the operating room. The handling of the specimen is to take place in the procedure room; unpackaged tissue is not to be sent to Pathology.
4. Two specimen samples are taken for testing, one fresh tissue which will be frozen on dry ice and the other fixed in a small pre-filled formalin container.

· The fresh tissue to be frozen is placed in a biohazard bag labeled with two patient identifiers, and a CJD sticker, supplied by the operating room.  This first bag is then placed in a second biohazard bag.  The second layer biohazard bag is to be labeled with the Pathology surgical case number.  The specimen is then placed inside the prepared Styrofoam transport container containing dry ice.  
· The formalin fixed tissue container is labeled with two patient identifiers, and a CJD sticker.  The case is accessioned into the LIS (Laboratory Information System), and the pathology surgical case number is assigned and included on the container label.  Then the labeled specimen container is placed into a biohazard bag with the Pathology Request Form, in the outer compartment of the biohazard bag.
· Notify Harborview Neuropathology at 744-6315 that a suspected CJD specimen on dry ice is being transported via the NCM courier as a rush; do not leave a voicemail message, speak to someone directly.   Place both the formalin fixed tissue and the Styrofoam transport cooler in a HMC black transport box and place in the front office for NCM Courier rush pick up.
· Request the front office staff to call NCM for a rush pick up.
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ALERT:


Frozen section techniques are not to be performed on suspected CJD specimens
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