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PURPOSE                      
The University of Washington Medical Center has several levels of non-pathologist personnel performing gross examination of specimens received in the Surgical Pathology Laboratory within the Department of Anatomic Pathology.  All non-pathologist personnel performing gross examination at the University of Washington Medical Center meet or exceed CLIA 88 as stated in the Federal Register, United States Government, Vo1.60 No.78, April 24, 1995, P20050.  All gross examinations are performed under the supervision of a qualified pathologist.  This protocol delineates the types of specimens that may be grossly examined by appropriate non-pathologist personnel, type of supervision necessary (direct vs. indirect) and the personnel actually performing at the various levels.

SCOPE

Gross Room and Autopsy
POLICY
A) Anatomical Pathology Technologist may perform gross examination under the indirect supervision of a  surgical pathologist on the following specimens:

Simple unoriented Dermatological specimens that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

Needle core biopsies that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

Gynecological biopsies that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

Oral Pathology specimens that are totally submitted for light microscopy

Endoscopic biopsies that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

Endomyocardial biopsies that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

Renal biopsies that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

Temporal artery biopsies that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

Nerve biopsies that are totally submitted for light microscopy 

LEEP conization specimens

B) Anatomic Pathology Pathologists’ Assistant (Certified ASCP) may perform gross examination under the indirect supervision of a surgical pathologist on the following specimens:

All specimens listed for the surgical pathology Anatomical Pathology Technologist indirect supervision and:

Reduction mammoplasty 
Villous adenoma of colon, local excision

Aneurysm 
Lipoma

Liver wedge biopsy 
Staging lymph node dissection

Endarterectomy 
Intervertebral disc

Spleen, incidental or ruptured                 Esophagus 

Parathyroid 
Tonsils & adenoids

Lung wedge biopsies                               Villous adenoma of colon resection 

Salpingo-oophorectomy & ovaries         Colon carcinoma 
                                              

prostate                                                 Omentum

Foreign bodies 
Products of conception

Lymph node dissection 
Ovarian cysts – benign & simple

Nasal polyps & turbinate 
Enterocele sac

Colon for diverticular disease 

Lymph node/lymphoma 

Conization of cervix 

Hysterectomy for prolapse 

Hysterectomy for leiomyomas 

Neurologic biopsies 

Nails 

Vaginal mucosa 

Testis for prostate cancer 

Transurethral resection, bladder 

Unidentified tissue that is totally submitted

C) A Pathologists’ Assistant (Certified ASCP) may perform gross examination under the direct supervision of a surgical pathologist on the following specimens:

All specimens listed under direct supervision for the Anatomical Pathology Technologist & Anatomic Pathology Pathologists’ Assistant (Non-Certified) and:

Bone and soft tissue sarcoma resections                 

Larynx

Radical Neck Dissection

Stomach

Neoplastic and Non-neoplastic intestinal specimens

Whipple specimens

Lung

Kidney 

Bladder

Thyroid 

Breast bx with mammographic abnormality

Breast “lumpectomy”

Partial mastectomy 

Fetus 
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