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Purpose

This document provides instructions for working up and reporting yeast in bacterial cultures.

NOTE:  
-Yeast identification and susceptibilities can be referred every 3 days.
-If the identification is by germ tube only and sensitivity is requested, confirm the identification with mass spectrometry (mass spec) to rule out Candida dubliniensis.  There are specific antifungal interpretations for C. albicans but not C. dubliniensis.
-Yeast identifications may be performed off of the blood, chocolate, Saboraud (SAB) or Inhibitory Mold  agar (IMA) plates .

-Send SAB sub to AB for fungal susceptibilities if requested (send blood/CSF isolates automatically).

	IF
	THEN

	Blood, CSF or sterile site (pure/ predominant only; mixed cultures consult at bench rounds; NO mixed abdominal fluids)
	*If sterile site has a positive fungal culture, forward to Mycology for workup. 

	White Colony
	Perform germ tube (GT).

-If GT negative, report as “Yeast presumptive not C. albicans” (YPNC) and send to mass spec.  
-If GT positive, see next step.

	Germ tube positive/Green colony on CHROM
	Report as “Presumptive C. albicans or C. dubliniensis” (CAOCD).  Send IMA sub for mass spec ID to rule out C. dubliniensis.  Charge ADDY1.  Send SAB sub to AB for fungal susceptibilities.  

	Candida species identified by mass spec
Charge ADDY1 (etc).


	Bacterial benches ok to report mass spec,  ≥2.000:  

See “Mass Spectrometry Organism Reporting Guidelines” document.


	LRSC, LRSCFC, LRSQNC
	

	Starring white colony
	No further workup.  Include in “COP” if mixed culture.  If pure, report as “x+ Yeast” and hold 7 days.

	Non-starring colony
	Rule out Cryptococcus neoformans/gattii by setting up a urea slant.  Incubate 35(C 1 day.
If negative, report as part of “COP” if mixed.  

If pure, report as “x+ Yeast” and hold 7 days.
If urea positive, see next step.

	UREA positive yeast
	Sub to IMA/CHROM and forward to Mycology with original plate.  


	Other Bacterial Cultures
	

	Companion fungal culture ordered and yeast isolated BEFORE fungal culture
	-Check with mycology to see if isolated that day and is pending.
-Sub to IMA and CHROMA.  Send to mycology for workup.

	Non-sterile site; no companion fungal culture ordered
	Report “x+ Yeast” and hold 7 days.  If ID requested, send to mass spec.


Revision Record:

10/2015

Added identification and sensitivity referral timeframe.

1/2016

Added expanded yeast mass spec identification reporting on benches

5/2016

Added Candida tropicalis as an identification that the routine bench can report

2/2017
Added statement that describes which media can be used for yeast mass spectrometry identifications
9/2017
-Refer to “Mass Spectrometry Organism Reporting Guidelines”.

-C. albicans identified by germ tube must be confirmed before susceptibility results can be reported.  

-Code change “C. albicans or C. dubliniensis” (CAOCD) (previously CACD and no “or”)


-Added sterile sites need to be identified and susceptibilities performed

-Under “Other bacterial cultures”, if bacterial culture isolates yeast before fungal culture, send to mycology for workup.

11/2017
Clarified sterile site susceptibility testing (pure, predominant; no mixed abdominal fluids)
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