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DESCRIPTION OF TEST:
The laboratory performs proficiency testing for each test method used as the primary method of testing.  Proficiency testing is performed on all regulated analytes.  

Proficiency testing is not performed on secondary instruments.  
Proficiency is not required on non-regulated analytes and waived tests.  Proficiency will be accessed on non-regulated analytes by one of the following methods every six months:

Proficiency testing material

Every six months, the laboratory sends five specimens to a CLIA 88 certified reference laboratory for comparison of results.  Results must agree within 15%.

Peer Data Review

Split sample testing with agreement within 15%

Blind Sample Testing

Technical Supervisor retests random microscopic tests from each staff member

Proficiency samples are tested in the same manner as patients.  Proficiency samples are tested in the normal workload by staff performing patient testing.   Proficiency samples are testing the same number of times that patient samples would be testing.

Highlands Regional Medical Center Laboratory rotates proficiency samples among the staff that perform the patient testing.  This rotation is assigned by the Laboratory Administrative Director.

The Laboratory Medical Director will sign the attestations documenting that proficiency testing samples were testing in the same manner as patient specimens.  The Laboratory Medical Director is designating in this policy that the Laboratory Administrative Director/Technical Supervisor may also sign the attestations for all moderate complexity testing proficiency samples.
The testing laboratory staff will sign attestations documenting that proficiency testing samples were testing in the same manner as patient specimens.
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