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PURPOSE:
To establish a written policy for the collection, identification, preservation, transport, and evaluation of cytology specimens.

UNACCEPTABLE CYTOLOGY SPECIMENS FOR PROCESSING:

Name and second unique identifier on slide or specimen container does not match the requisition.

The slide or container is not labeled with two patient identifiers.

The slide is broken or container has leaked out fluid.

The specimen was improperly fixed.

UNACCETABLE CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF CYTOLOGY SPECIMENS:
Too few of cells for evaluation

Obscuring of cells

Obscuring of inflammation

Obscuring red blood cells

Obscuring lubricant

Excessive air drying

Excessive cellular degeneration

PRESERVATION OF CYTOLOGY SPECIMENS:
Date, Time, and specimen source must be on the cytology container and requisition.

The requisition must be timed in when received into the testing laboratory.

CytoFix or another similar fixative must be added to the cytology specimen within 2 hours of the collection time.

REJECTION OF CYTOLOGY SPECIMENS:

The laboratory will generate a specimen rejection report when any of the above criteria are met.  The rejection report will be sent to the ordering physician.
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