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Flow Chart for Evaluating Results which Fail Delta Checks in Hematology



                                           












    HEM20-008 Attachment A1
Did the MCV fail delta?





Yes- Clinical Condition





MCV may go up with extremely high glucose values. Place results in Preliminary status and investigate Chemistry results. 


MCV may increase due to agglutination. Check red cell MCHC and RBC. Footnote if findings are consistent with agglutination and release result. 


MCV may be affected by transfusion of multiple units. Confirm receipt of blood products using PPI (Patient Product Inquiry).  If patient received blood, accept results and add note detailing your investigation. If no blood received consider collection or assay error. Call caregiver and request redraw, documenting in Cerner whom spoken to and time. 








Yes- Questionable Integrity





If there is no clinical explanations for the MCV Delta consider the probability that specimen is mislabeled. Review chemistry results, check blood type if historical type is on file. If type on file, type current sample.   


If blood type matches cancel test and recollect.  Footnote Specimen integrity in question and notify floor with documentation of caregiver spoken to and time. If blood types do not match cancel tests and recollect if samples do not match. Footnote mislabeled in Cerner and notify floor with documentation of caregiver spoken to and time. 


Note: If this is the second CBC since admission and no type on file, the first specimen may have been mislabeled. If recollect matches today’s result, N/A previous results as “specimen integrity questionable,” with footnote in Cerner caretaker spoken to and time. Report in DDR and PSN. 








