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Proc. #4840-IM-203

TITLE:   RPR Serology Equipment Maintenance

PURPOSE: Properly functioning equipment is essential for accurate testing.  All instruments must be properly maintained, cleaned and monitored. Temperature-regulated equipment must be checked for correct temperature each day of use and the results and interpretation recorded and kept for at least two years.  The work area should be clean and orderly at all times.

PERSONNEL
Medical Technologists and Aides

STEPWISE PROCEDURE:

I           Daily Maintenance:


A.
Clean RPR rotator exterior.

B.
Function verification on days testing is done
Check rotation speed by holding a pen next to the rotating platform

and count the number of taps per minute.  Rotation speed limit

should be 95-105.  If count is out of range notify Senior Tech or 




Supervisor. Record result or “not in use” on the rotator PM sheet.
II.
As Needed


A.
Replace RPR dispenser bottle with new bottle when new kit is opened.


B.
Replace RPR needle with new needle when new kit is opened.


C.
Check needle calibration when new kit is opened.

            D.
Record results in Needle & Dispenser Section of Serology Quality

                        Control book.

The antigen dispensing needles are 20 gauges, square-cut and siliconized.   They dispense 1/60 ml of antigen per drop.  Check delivery of the needle by placing the needle firmly on a 1 ml pipette; fill the pipette with distilled water.  
Holding the pipette in a vertical position, count the number of drops delivered in 
0.5 ml.  The correct number of drops should be 30.  Upon completion of the test 
remove the needle from the dispensing bottle and rinse with distilled water.  Do not wipe the needle, as this will remove the silicone coating.

III.
Quarterly:


A.
Tighten set screws on rotator frame and motor.


B.
Check rubber rings for wear.


C.
Check moving parts for wear.

IV.
Record your preventive maintenance results and data on the appropriate


maintenance log. 
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