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TETEEE T RoUrs of collection. The same specimen can be Used
Countries both for culture and polymerase chain reaction (PCR).
With PCR, the most rapid test, the specimen should
ideally be collected during the first two weeks of ilness, but may provide accurate results for up to
4 wesks in infants or unvaccinated persons. Culture has better specificity, but takes up to seven
days to get results back.
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This video demonstrates proper techniques for collecting and transporting a
pertussis clinical specimen obtained by swabbing the posterior nasopharynx.

en Espariol
This video is also available on YouTube in Endlish @ and in Spanish &.
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Proc. #4840-LCC-119

TITLE:  Nasopharyngeal Swab Collection for Influenza and Bordetella pertussis PCR
PRINCIPLE: Nasopharyngeal swab specimens are routinely used for PCR testing. CA staff are trained in the following procedure to collect Nasopharyngeal swabs for the testing of Influenza and Bordetella pertussis by PCR.
REAGENTS AND EQUIPMENT:

1. Influenza PCR collection – Cepheid UTM kit containing plastic, flexible shafted flocked swab and Universal Transport Medium(UTM).

2. Pertussis PCR Collection – Kit containing plastic, flexible shafted flocked swab and Viral Transport Medium.

3. Personal Protective Equipment-Gloves, mask and eye protection

4. Facial tissues for patient use

QUALITY CONTROL:

N/A

STEPWISE PROCEDURE:
1. Explain procedure to patient, verify understanding, and immobilize patient’s head
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2. Insert dry swab through one nostril straight back (not upwards),along the floor of the nasal passage until reaching the posterior wall of the nasopharynx. The distance from the nose to the ear gives an estimate of the distance the swab should be inserted.

3. Rotate swab gently and leave in place (for up to 10 seconds if possible) in order to obtain a good specimen.

4.  Slowly remove the swab and immediately place swab into the transport container. (Snap the collection swab at the scored mark on the shaft into the UTM or Viral Transport Media). Properly label specimen with patient info, collection initials, date, time and source. Send to laboratory as soon as possible.
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With PCR, the most rapid test, the specimen should

ideally be collected during the first two weeks of ilness, but may provide accurate results for up to
4 wesks in infants or unvaccinated persons. Culture has better specificity, but takes up to seven
days to get results back.
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This video demonstrates proper techniques for collecting and transporting a
pertussis clinical specimen obtained by swabbing the posterior nasopharynx.

en Espariol
This video is also available on YouTube in Endlish @ and in Spanish &.
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TETEEE T RoUrs of collection. The same specimen can be Used
Countries both for culture and polymerase chain reaction (PCR).
With PCR, the most rapid test, the specimen should
ideally be collected during the first two weeks of ilness, but may provide accurate results for up to
4 wesks in infants or unvaccinated persons. Culture has better specificity, but takes up to seven
days to get results back.
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This video demonstrates proper techniques for collecting and transporting a
pertussis clinical specimen obtained by swabbing the posterior nasopharynx.
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The patient will usually gag and show other signs of discomfort. Instruct patient to sit or

lay with their head against a wall or cart to reduce the tendency of pulling away.

Do not force swab. 
If resistance is encountered during swab insertion,

 remove it and attempt insertion in the opposite nostril.
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