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Proc. #4840-CH-235

TITLE:  pH Measurement Using pH Indicator Strips

PRINCIPLE

SPECIMEN

Any fluid is capable of being measured.  Those that are cloudy or mucoid should be centrifuged first before measurement.  

REAGENTS PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT

A.
Equipment


1.
Disposable or glass medicine cups

2. Kim Wipes

3. pH Indicator Strips

a. 0-6.0 Range

b. 4.5-10.0 Range

c. 7.0-14.0 Range

B.
Reagents


1.
Buffered solution of pH 4.0, 7.0 and 10.0, kept at room temperature.

2. Distilled or DI water.

QUALITY CONTROL

1.
Measure the pH of 4.0, 7.0, and 10.0 buffered solutions as according to section Test Procedures.  Acceptable limits are listed on the miscellaneous worksheet and in the LIS QC program.

2.
Record date, initials and result values on Chemistry Misc. Worksheet. Enter


QC results into the appropriate LIS file.

3.
Measure the buffer last that is close to your expected fluid pH.

TEST PROCEDURE – Ph Sticks

1.
Dip the appropriate stick into the appropriate buffer

a. 4.0 Buffer – use 0-6.0 Range Sticks

b. 7.0 Buffer – use 4.5-10.0 Range Sticks

c. 10.0 Buffer – use 7.0-14.0 Range Sticks

d. Match colors on the test strip to colors on the package to determine pH
2.         Start with the 4.5-10.0 Range Stick when testing the body fluid.

3.         If the result is close to 4.5 or 10.0 repeat using the appropriate stick.

4.         Record results immediately on miscellaneous worksheet and in LIS.

REPORTING RESULTS

Enter results into the LIS. There are no unit values. Result is reported to one decimal place.

CALCULATIONS

None
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