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                                         Proc. #4840-SAFT- 608

TITLE:  Sars CoV-2 (Covid-19) Lab Safety Policy
PRINCIPLE:

This policy covers the added safety measures put in place to protect staff from SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19).  These measures are in addition to the routine safety precautions outlined in policy 4840-SAFT-100. 
 Safety Practices  

1. Temperature Monitoring

a. 
All Laboratory staff is asked to take their temperature at home twice a day.   

b. All laboratory staff is to have their temperature taken upon entering the hospital. 

c. Temperature above 100.4 is considered a symptom of Covid.  Employee should stay home or leave work. 

2. Social Distancing

a. If not able to be a minimum of 6 feet apart staff will wear hospital issued    masks.  

b. Only two staff is able to be seated at the break room table.

c. While in the hospital cafeteria only 2 people per table is allowed.
d. Meetings can be held via a conference call.

3. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
a. Upon entering and exiting the hospital laboratory staff will wear a mask.  Cloth masks are allowed until you reach the lab, at that point a hospital issued mask must be worn.  Masks may be removed once outside the hospital.  

b. Masks must be changed if dirty, wet or not intact.  Staff store their masks in paper bags when not in use.  

c. The mask worn in the testing areas cannot be worn outside of the lab.  A mask change is required.  

d. Lab has a variety of full plastic face shields that can be used while testing, drawing patient blood or collecting nasal swabs.  Because these are reusable they must be cleaned with soap and water or 70% alcohol after each use, or each patient.  

e. Paprs and Caprs are supplied on the nursing units for phlebotomy staff who are drawing Covid positive patients or patients suspected of having Covid.  
f. Phlebotomy staff has been trained on the proper “donning and doffing” of gowns and gloves when performing blood draws on Covid patients or patients suspected of having Covid.  

g. Hospital issued scrubs are available for all phlebotomy staff who draw blood in the Covid designated areas.  

h. Covid testing is performed in a BioSafey hood where possible.  

4.   Cleaning and Disinfecting
a. Work surfaces are clean throughout the day using a variety of bleach and hydrogen peroxide products. 

b.  Periodically we are able to get our phlebotomy carts and employee break room disinfected using UV light.

c.  The area where Covid testing is performed is cleaned with bleach or hydrogen peroxide throughout the day.   

d.  Common areas and items such as break room, bathrooms, phones and copy machines are cleaned daily with appropriate disinfectants.  

5.  Hand Washing
a. Hand washing is done frequently following the hand hygiene protocol in the        hospital.  Washing for a minimum of 20 seconds is recommended.  Using paper towel to turn off water, flush toilet and open doors, helps keep the environment safe for all staff.  

b. Phlebotomy staff is able to use alcohol based hand sanitizers.  Using the hospital approved hand sanitizer when entering and exiting a patient room is expected protocol.  
6.
Communication
Hospital has daily administrative huddles where important information is disseminated.  Daily emails are sent to the entire hospital with updates.  
 Risk Assessment



	Activity
	Low Risk of exposure
	Moderate Risk of exposure
	High Risk of exposure
	Mitigation 

	Bench Testing 
	X
	
	
	Frequent cleaning with approved disinfectants. Masks worn

	Covid Testing 
	
	X
	
	Approved PPE is used and testing can be done in a biosafety hood 

	Use of Common Space
	X
	
	
	Social distancing in the break room, cleaning of table and refrigerator handles.  
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