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Proc. #4840-G-406

TITLE:    Personal Protective Equipment   (PPE)
PRINCIPLE:  Guidelines for appropriate use of PPE in the workplace.  This guideline is intended to describe best laboratory practices for the protection of clinical laboratory employees from exposure to infectious pathogents.   
PERSONNEL:

All Laboratory Staff
POLICY:  All employees are trained during new employee orientation about PPE used within the hospital.  All employees are mandated to take the netlearning applications that address best practices in protection against occupationally acquired infections.   New laboratory employees read and sign off on the lab specific safety policies and the laboratory PPE is reviewed with them on their first day of employment.  
· Protective gloves: All the laboratory gloves are nitrile and powder free.  The laboratory has sizes from XS to XL to comfortably fit all staff.  Gloves are available at all workstations, and provide adequate barrier protection.   Disposable gloves are to be worn once, not washed or reused.  Gloves should be changed when they are grossly soiled, torn or when a task is completed requiring a clean pair of gloves.  Gloves are to be worn at all times when handling patient specimens or material that may contain infectious agents, as in the lab processing and receiving area.   When gloves are removed, hands are washed before leaving the laboratory, going to the restroom or entering break room.  

· General Recommendation:

· Disposable gloves are worn by all laboratory personnel when collecting specimens

· All laboratory personnel who anticipate contact with blood or blood products 

· All personnel when handling biohazardous waste or contaminated equipment.  

· Splash Protection:  Facial barrier protection should be used if there is a reasonable potential for splattering or splashing of blood or body fluid, this would include the lab outpatient setting.   Lab employees have protective eyeware and splatter guards available for their use and protection, as well as a biological safety cabinet in microbiology.   Ordinary prescription glasses are not adequate for preventing exposure to the eyes.    For patients with SARS-CoV-2 (Covid 19) phlebotomy staff must wear appropriate eye protection in addition to an approved hospital face mask anytime they are in prolonged contact with a patient and /or close contact (6 feet for >15 minutes) and the patient is not wearing a mask.  Appropriate eye protection should not have any gaps around the face.  Examples of approved eye protection are attached.  

· Face masks are to be worn when indicated by hospital infection control (during a pandemic).   Employees are fit tested for N95 masks, otherwise regular face masks are provided for routine work.  In certain cases or on certain units phlebotomists will be asked to wear CAPRs, which are helmet like devices attached to a filtered air supply.  Employees will be shown the proper way to don the device and attach the face shield.  A face mask will be worn under the face shield.  

· Protective Clothing:  While in the laboratory, all workers should wear long sleeved lab coats that are closed in the front.  Lab coats should not be worn out of the laboratory, restrooms, break room or locker room.  The laboratory coats used by Rush Copley are fluid resistant and laundered by an HLAC laundry.  
During a pandemic situation phlebotomist will be required to don and doff disposable gowns in a particular way and in a particular spot.  Staff will be alerted to this need by infection prevention and will be trained in the proper technique
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