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Proc. #4840-MB-1002

TITLE:    Meningitis Encephalitis Panel Turn Around Time (TAT) Monitoring 

PRINCIPLE: 
Meningitis and Encephalitis are serious, life-threatening conditions that require rapid diagnosis. The FilmArray Meningitis/ Encephalitis panel detects the 14 most common bacterial, viral and fungal causes of meningitis and Encephalitis in around 90 minutes. Stat priority needs to be given to these specimens and prompt handling and processing are required. Quarterly monitoring of turn around times will be used to monitor compliance. 
PERSONEL:

Medical Technologists
PROCEDURE:
TAT management reports will be run on a quarterly basis. The targeted TAT from LCC receipt to resulting should be <150 minutes. The test takes 90 minutes and sample processing, distribution and test start should take <1 hour. Out of range results will be investigated for root cause. Results will be shared with staff and incorporated in the laboratories QI program.
REFERENCES:
College of American Pathologists, CAP Accredidation Program. Standard MIC.63256
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