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	Purpose
	This document provides safety education for staff using xylene.

	Scope
	This policy applies to UPMC Hanover laboratory.

	Policy
	All employees assigned to work in areas where there may be exposure to xylene are required to complete xylene safety education.  Safety education must be completed by each new hire, whenever processes change and annually.

Xylene is in use in the Histology laboratory.
Detailed information for xylene is available to employees on MSDSonline.

	Hazard Identification and Summary

	Xylene is considered hazardous by the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard.

· Xylene can affect the body when inhaled and by passing through the skin

· Contact can irritate the skin and eyes.

· Prolonged or repeated contact can cause skin rash, dryness and redness.

· Inhaling can irritate the nose and throat causing coughing and wheezing.

· Exposure can cause headache, dizziness, lightheadedness and passing out.  Repeated exposure can affect concentration, memory, vision and muscle coordination.

· Higher levels can cause coma and death.

· Xylene may damage the liver and kidneys.

· Xylene have been tested, but are not classifiable as to their potential to cause cancer.

REPRODUCTIVE HAZARD: xylene may damage the developing fetus.
Xylene is FLAMMABLE AND A DANGEROUS FIRE HAZARD. 



	First Aid
	Eye Contact

· Immediately flush with large amounts of water for at least 15 minutes.  Remove contacts lenses, if worn, while flushing.  Seek medical attention following UPMC policy.  Report exposure as required by UPMC policy.

Skin Contact

· Quickly remover contaminated clothing.  Immediately wash contaminated skin with large amounts of soap and water.  Report exposure and seek medical attention, if needed, following UPMC policy.
Inhalation

· Remove the person from exposure.
· Transport promptly to the Emergency room for evaluation of any adverse symptoms such has breathing difficulty.  Report exposure as required by UPMC policy. 

	Exposure Monitoring
	Xylene exposure is monitored on initial use in the histology laboratory.  Repeat monitoring is performed when indicated by results of employee monitoring and when there is a change in the processes involving xylene.
· Must be conducted to determine employee exposure levels.

· Employees should be notified of monitoring results within 15 days of the facility receiving the results.

· Results of monitoring are filed in the laboratory director’s office.

· If initial monitoring indicates exposures levels are below the PEL (permissible exposure limit) and the AL (action limit), no further monitoring is needed. 

	Workplace Exposure Limits
	The exposure limits listed are for air levels only.  If skin contact also occurs, it may result in overexposure even though air levels are less than the limits listed above,
OSHA:
The legal airborne permissible exposure limit (PEL) is 100 ppm averaged over an 8 hour workshift.

NIOSH:
The recommended airborne exposure limit (REL) is 100 ppm averaged over a 10 hour workshift and 150 ppm, not to be exceeded during any 15 minute work period.

ACGIH:
The threshold limit alue (TLV) is 100 ppm averaged ofer an 8 hour workshif and 150 ppm as a STEL (short term exposure limit.) 

	Engineering/Administrative Controls
	· Use chemical hood when handling.

· Keep all containers covered when not in use.

	Personal Protective Equipment
	· Employees handling xylene  must wear fluid resistant lab coats and nitrile gloves.

· If splashing is possible, chemical safety goggles must be worn.

	Storage and Disposal
	· Store xylene in the flammable cabinet located in Histology.
· Keep tightly capped and sealed until ready to use.

· Keep away from incompatible materials including oxidizing agents and acids.

· Dispose of in accordance with Histology lab policies.

· Keep the smallest supply possible in inventory.

	Spills
	· Clean up small spills in accordance with Laboratory policies.

· Follow the Hazardous Material Spill Response policy for large spills. 
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