VENTURA COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER

SANTA PAULA HOSPITAL

Associated with the UCLA School of Medicine

	PROCEDURE: FUNGAL CULTURE HANDLING, PROCESSING AND TRANSPORT 

	POLICY NO:

Micro 6.4
	PAGE 1 OF 2

	DEPARTMENT:  Laboratory
AFFECTS: Microbiology
	EFFECTIVE DATE: 7/14/2009
	REVIEW DATES:

11/11/2010, 11/29/2011, 12/17/2015, 12/28/2015

	
	REVISION DATES:

7/22/2015,12/28/2015

	PRINCIPLE:
Suitable specimen selection, proper specimen collection, and rapid specimen transport must be performed to ensure the successful isolation of the etiologic agent of fungal infection.  It is essential for the laboratory to have guidelines regarding minimum specimen volumes, and appropriate specimen transport.
COLLECTION AND TRANSPORT:

Refer to Fungal Specimen Collection and Transport Chart for guidelines established by the Ventura County Public Health Department.
Additional Notes

1. Almost all specimens for fungal cultures should be held and transported at room temperature.  The only exceptions to this are urines and respiratory specimens.
2. If a specimen needs to be share for both fungal and AFB cultures, then they should be kept refrigerated.

TRANSFER TO VENTURA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH LAB

Specimens are picked up and transported to Ventura County Public Health Lab by courier daily.  Orders are entered in LIS  C FUNGUS
1. Specimen must be labeled with following:

A. Patient’s name (last, first)

B. Chart number

C. Date & time of collection

D. Source of specimen

2. Use Cerner procedure to Transfer Specimen to Public Health Lab
a. Transfer Specimens App

b. Click New

c. Click Manual Build  

d. Location from: VCMC Tracking L    Location to:  PHL Ventura Tra

e. Scan accession number.  Press Save

f. Select Transfer.  Batch Status Report will print to default printer
3. Place specimen in plastic biohazard specimen bag, making sure that the container lid is secure to avoid leakage. (VCPH Lab will not accept leaking specimens). Parafilm may be used for additional protection.  
4. Place SHARED SPECIMEN sticker on specimen if specimen is to be used at VCPH for fungus and AFB cultures.  Place labels and one copy of Sent Batch Status Report in the front pocket of the bag.
5. Place a copy of Batch Status Report in binder labeled Microbiology Sendouts Public Health.
6. Place specimen in the sendout refrigerator in the designated box for VCPH specimens at the Main Lab.
REFERENCES:

Leber, Amy L, Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook, 4th edition, 2017

Hannah, Carol, Fungal Specimen Collection and Transport Chart, Ventura County Public Health Department, August 2016
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