 Bridgeport Hospital Lab Safety Committee 
January 2026 Meeting Minutes
	Date: 1/22/2026
Time: 10:00 am
Location: Microsoft Teams
Recorder: Kathy
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	ATTENDANCE

	
	
	Kathy Castillo
	Lauren Hetzel
	
	

	
	
	JR
	Marcela Bertola-Rumeli
	
	

	
	
	Virginia Domercant
	Aziza Ezzaki
	
	

	
	
	Ann Parisi
	
	
	

	
	
	Discussion
	Outcome/Follow-up

	Injuries
	
	1 injury reported. A splash to face while uncapping specimens
	Reminder to wear/use proper PPE when uncapping specimens.

	Monthly Safety Audit
	
	January audit performed. There were some open trashcans in Chemistry and Blood Bank. 
The entrance to AP from the back of chemistry is cluttered and does not have sufficient (36”) space for passing.
The monthly audit should be conducted monthly by each department. ( Core lab, BB, AP, and Milford). Please scan and send to JR for signature.
	Trashcans with lids have been ordered
Ap was notified and will clear the area

	2025 director safety walk through
	
	There was some ventilation issues discussed in the director’s safety audit in AP. AP is working on getting a fume hood and in the meantime has changed the timing and location of discarding chemical waste. It is being done at 6am or after 3:30pm since there are fewer employees and they are discarding the waste near a vent.
	Working on pricing for fume hood to be moved .
Some employees are wearing Respirators with filters to mitigate exposure to formaldehyde and chemical fumes.

	JCAHO
	
	The BH JCAHO window closes on 3/3/2026. Please keep an eye on environment. Chemicals should be properly labelled, no items should be stored on the floor, no items stored with in 18” of ceilings, proper disposal of waste etc.
	

	EVS and garbage/Biohazard pick-up
	
	Please be respectful when calling EVS for garbage/bio-hazard pick-up. EVS has been extremely busy keeping up during this high census time.
If you notice pallets and U -boats piling up in the hallway, please reach out to Brian Anderson for help
	Items should be picked up daily

	LAB COATS
	
	Please store Clean Lab coats in your Lockers. Only in-use Lab coats should be hanging in the lab.
	

	Safety committee
	
	Time changing from 10 am to 2pm to accommodate off shift

New committee member- Jennifer Wilson-Smith(BB)

Abril Casco- Off shift
	

	Future Meetings

	Date/Time
2/26/2026
2:00pm 
	Event
Safety Meeting
	Location 

Microsoft Teams
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