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Category 1
Purpose:

tc \l2 "Purpose:A. 
To protect phlebotomists from blood and body fluid contamination. 

B. 
To maintain a high quality of patient care in keeping with laboratory safety. 
C. 
To comply with Standard Precautions Policy. Standard precautions include the transmission of all known infectious agents and are more complete than universal precautions which only apply to blood borne pathogens.


Policy:

tc \l2 "Policy:Personal protection and safety requirements.
General Guidelines: 
A. 
Personal attire is to be covered by a clean lab coat. Open toed sandals and shoes are not allowed in the lab. 
B. 
Gloves are to be worn when handling blood and body substances. Gloves are to be changed between each patient. Gloves are NOT to be worn to answer the phone, access computer, etc. Gloves are NOT to be worn through the hallway, clean or dirty. 
C. 
Specimens are to be transported in sealed rigid containers or ziploc bags. 
D. 
Protective eye wear is to be worn or shield used if there is any chance of a splash or aerosol. 
E. 
Needles are not to be recapped, bent or broken. All safety devices are to be activated on all sharps. All needles and syringes are to be placed in rigid plastic containers. 
F. 
HEPA masks are to be worn for all patients in rooms designated as HEPA Respiratory Isolation rooms. The fit of the masks must be checked before each use and fit-tested yearly. 
G.       Refer to Laboratory Safety Manual Policy 401.SAFE.4.01  for proper dry ice handling and disposal
Refer to Standard Operating Procedure for Standard Precautions within the Laboratory for more detailed information.
Reference:
CLSI. Collection of Diagnostic Venous Blood Specimens. 7th ed. CLSI standard GP41.

Wayne, PA: Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute;2017.
tc \l2 "Precautions:

HANDLING BLOOD SPECIMENS REQUIRES USE OF LAB COAT AND GLOVES, AND SAFETY SHIELD FACE PROTECTION IN DESIGNATED AREAS. WASH HANDS AFTER REMOVING GLOVES.
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