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Category 1
Purpose:

To provide information regarding phlebotomy supplies and their use.

-  NOTE:  All supplies should not be used past their expiration date.  All supplies must be 


stored according to manufacturers’ recommendations.
Principle:tc \l2 "Principle:

The VACUTAINER and VACUETTE Brand Evacuated Blood Collection System (see package inserts) are used to collect blood specimens for diagnostic analysis in the laboratory. The systems are composed of three basic elements: 
1. 
An evacuated plastic tube providing a controlled draw. 
On Hand: 

Type 



Stopper 

Serum Separation Tubes (SST)
Red/Gold 

Serum tube, Silicone coated 

Red * 

Whole Blood / Plasma Tubes 

Lithium Heparin 

Green * 

Sodium Heparin 

Green 

EDTA 

                        Lavender * 

PPT-Plasma/K2 EDTA
Pearl

Citrate (Coagulation) 

Light Blue * 

Potassium Oxalate / 

Sodium Flouride 

Gray 

Lead Determination 

Lavender
Trace element 


Royal Blue 

Cellular studies 

ACD-A & B 

Yellow 

Microbiology - Blood Culture Blood Culture bottle* * 

* Available in smaller diameter tubes for use with pediatric, elderly and debilitated patients.

** Available in pediatric bottles for patients weighing less than 100 lbs. 
Instructions for Use: Refer to Venipuncture procedure 
2. 
A sterile single-use blood collection needle suitable for drawing multiple samples. 
On Hand: 
Vacutainer 

22 g x 1”

Black

21 g x 1” 

Green
 Butterfly 

23 g x ¾ w/7” Tubing
25 g x ¾ w/12” Tubing

Instructions for Butterfly use: Open current Butterfly Blood Collection Set –Refer to insert manual for most recent equipment. Do not remove needle shield. Attach Blood Collection Set to Vacutainer One Use Holder (see below).
To activate safety shield: Place finger behind the finger stopper on top of safety device, with other hand grasp tubing and gently pull back until “click” is felt and/or heard to insure safety has fully been activated.
3. 
A holder to secure the needle for venipuncture 
On Hand: 
The Vacutainer One Use holder (see package insert)

Needle holders are available as safety adaptors which will guide the evacuated tube onto the needle. Screw holder onto needle or current Butterfly Blood Collection Set until it fits securely and the needle is fully seated onto the holder.


Instructions for Use: Refer to Venipuncture procedure 

tc \l2 " Reagents / Storage:

All supplies for venipuncture are kept in the laboratory area.

Stock: 


Phlebotomy overstock is kept in the back of the laboratory in the room adjoining Chemistry and in Room L114/NIGHT CALL.
Working supplies: 
Daily supplies are kept in the phlebotomy/central processing area. At 6:30 pm this area is locked and can only be accessed by laboratory personnel.  This supply room is reopened at 6am.
Precautions:

tc \l2 "Precautions:HANDLING BLOOD SPECIMENS REQUIRES USE OF LAB COAT AND GLOVES, AND SAFETY SHIELD FACE PROTECTION IN DESIGNATED AREAS. WASH HANDS AFTER REMOVING GLOVES.
tc \l2 " Procedure:

tc \l2 "Procedure:Refer to Venipuncture Procedure for using supplies.
Procedure Notes:

tc \l2 "Procedure Notes:Supplies should be accessed by laboratory personnel only. All restocking of baskets containing supplies should be done with Working Stock in an effort to more easily track inventory.
References:

tc \l2 "References:VACUTAINER Brand Evacuated Blood Collection Tube (package insert). Becton Dickinson VACUTAINER Systems, Becton Dickinson and Company, Rutherford, NJ. 

BD Vacutainer One Use Holder (package insert). Becton Dickinson VACUTAINER Systems, Becton Dickinson and Company, Rutherford, NJ. 
Phlebotomy Handbook, Third Edition. Diane Garza and Kathleen Becan-McBride. Appleton & Lange, Norwalk, CT. 1993. 
Phlebotomy Essentials. Ruth E. McCall and Cathee M. Tankersley. J.B. Lippincott, Philadelpha, PA. 1993.
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