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Category 1
Purpose:

To establish guidelines for obtainingtc \l2 "Purpose: minimum sample requirements when drawing infants, children, and difficult adult patients.  These amounts are not intended as requirements for routine venipuncture, but as guidelines in situations where blood samples may be difficult to obtain.
Specimen:

Hematology



Large lavender stopper tubes for hematology testing hold 3.0ml of blood; pediatric tubes have a lavender stopper with a white ring in the center and they hold 2.0ml of blood.  Tubes should always be filled to the marked line on the side if possible, otherwise cell distortion and dilutional effects of the anticoagulant may cause erroneous results.  MINIMUM acceptable amounts in either adult or pediatric lavender tubes is 1ml whole blood.


Coagulation


Large blue stopper tubes with a black ring in the center are for coagulation testing and hold 3.0ml of blood; pediatric tubes have a blue stopper with a clear plastic covering and they hold 1.8ml of blood.  All coagulation tests should be drawn using the vacutainer system.  Specimens should be free-flowing and should not be hemolyzed.  Due to the dilutional effects of the anticoagulant it is mandatory that all tubes be filled to the marked line indicated on the label or the specimen will be rejected.tc \l2 "Principle:
tc \l2 "Equipment:
Precautions:
HANDLING BLOOD SPECIMENS REQUIRES USE OF LAB COAT AND GLOVES, AND SAFETY SHIELD FACE PROTECTION IN DESIGNATEDAREAS. WASH HANDS AFTER REMOVING GLOVES.
Procedural Notes:tc \l2 "Precautions:
●
For reference testing, test requirements and special testing please refer to questdiagnostics.com.
tc \l2 "Procedure:
tc \l2 "References:
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