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Category 1

INDWELLING CATHETER BLOOD SPECIMENS
Purpose:

The Laboratory Staff is not allowed to collect blood specimens from indwelling catheter lines.  However, if blood must be collected from these lines, it may be performed by members of the medical and nursing staff.

tc \l2 "Purpose: 
Frequency: 
As requested by medical or nursing staff.

tc \l2 "Equipment:
Precautions:
HANDLING BLOOD SPECIMENS REQUIRES USE OF LAB COAT AND GLOVES, AND SAFETY SHIELD FACE PROTECTION IN DESIGNATED AREAS. WASH HANDS AFTER REMOVING GLOVES.
tc \l2 "Precautions:
tc \l2 "Procedure:

Medical and Nursing Staff Guidelines:

1. The Nursing or Medical staff along with the phlebotomist must identify the patient and      witness the collection of transfusion samples.

2. Meticulous sterile technique must be observed.

3. Remove and discard at least 5 mL of blood from the line prior to collection of the specimen.

4. At the completion of the collection, a knowledgeable person must flush the line with        appropriate solution according to the nursing policy and procedures.

Procedure Notes:
· Most laboratory tests performed on indwelling line specimens show little or no significant difference versus specimens obtained by venipuncture.  Coagulation tests, however, are very sensitive to trace amounts of heparin.  Therefore, coagulation work, in particular PT or PTT-HD  levels, SHOULD NOT be drawn from a line. When all other choices have been ruled out, a line may be used ONLY if 20 cc of blood is discarded prior to drawing the light blue top.
· Aminoglycocide Levels (Gentamycin, Tobramycin, Vancomycin, etc.) should never be drawn from a line.  The antibiotic clings to the plastic and the test results may be significantly affected.  The venous specimen is the specimen of choice.  However, if a patient has an arterial line it can be used but the requisition should note that the specimen is from an arterial line.
tc \l2 "References:
NCCLS Approved Standard H3-A.  “Procedures for the Collection of Diagnostic Blood Specimens by Venipuncture” .  Villanova, PA., NCCLS.

Baer, D.M. “Tips on Tecnology”.  MLO, December 1983.
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	Version 3
	Policy updated to include Phlebotomist witnessing draw and patient  identification.
	FV
	12/11/14

	4
	Updated signature box, slight format changes
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	Header added. Removed requirement for the necessity of two people performing the procedure.
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