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SPECIMEN PROCESSING
	SPECIMEN
	TEST
	CONTAINER
	INSTRUCTIONS

	URINE
	Urine Culture
	Clean Catch Kit
	Follow instructions in container and/or on wall in bathroom for cleaning
procedure.  Label container with patient’s name, D.O.B, date and time of collection. Have patient discard all but cap and container. Close securely, place in plastic biohazard bag and give to technician when collection is complete.

	
	24 Hour Urine 
	24 Hour Urine jug
	See Chemistry dept. for 24° urine container. Tech will label the container with the patient’s name/DOB/tests. Any preservatives required will be added to the aliquoted specimen after collection by the chemistry dept. Also give patient small capped container or “hat” to place over toilet seat to collect specimen to be poured into large container.

	
	Urinalysis
	Screw cap container
	Label container with patient’s name, D.O.B, date and time of collection.  Have patient securely cap specimen, place it in a plastic biohazard bag and hand to technician when collection is complete.  Place specimen and requisition on appropriate department shelf in phlebotomy area.

	
	Urine Cytology
	Screw cap container
	Complete manual Cytology requisition.  Follow procedure for Urinalysis specimen collection.

	SPUTUM
	All types
	Grey top sterile container
	Give patient sterile container and a copy of collection instructions.  Have patient securely cap specimen, place in plastic biohazard bag. If Cytology testing is needed prepare manual requisition.  Bring specimen to appropriate department and give to technician.

	
	
	
	If collection is to occur on site show patient to the restroom.

	
	
	
	If collection is to occur at home a first morning specimen is best.

	STOOL

(continued on next page)
STOOL (cont.)
	All types
	Stool Container (wide-mouth, yellow, screw cap)
	Have patient collect specimen in container and label with their name, D.O.B, date and time of collection..  Place collected specimen in plastic biohazard bag.  Place specimen and requisition on appropriate department shelf in phlebotomy area.  Freshly collected specimens (less than two hours old) can be processed by the laboratory for other tests such as Stool Culture and Ova and Parasites.

	
	Stool Culture
	Stool Culture Medium
	Home collection only: Using collected specimen, have patient add enough stool to culture medium to fill container to marked line.  Instruct patient on labeling requirements.  Place collected specimen in plastic 

biohazard bag and attach requisition to bag.

	
	Occult Blood
	Occult Blood Kit
	Home collection only:  Following dietary instructions from physician, have patient place a small sample of collected specimen on appropriate area on card as directed on card instructions.  Requirements:  Three different bowel movements can be from the same day or three consecutive days.  Same day specimens should have the same account number.  If specimens are from different days they should have separate account numbers.

	
	Ova and Parasite (O&P)


	O&P Collection
	Home collection only: Using collected specimen, have patient follow instructions contained in kit.  Instruct patient on labeling requirements. Place processed specimen in plastic biohazard bag and attach requisition.   

	MISCELLANEOUS
	Throat culture
	Culture swab
	Follow procedure instructions (see Throat Culture Collection at end of Policy:  408-I-004-16).  Label culturette with patients name, D.O.B, date and time of collection and place in plastic biohazard bag. Place specimen with attached requisition on appropriate department shelf in phlebotomy area.  
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