Procedure 
Dignity Health Central Coast Service Area
SUBJECT: Performing the Flush System Process for the Cell Washer 
ORIGIN: Transfusion Services


NUMBER: 7540.BB.CC.243



	Applies to:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Santa Maria Campus, 

Marian Regional Medical Center
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Arroyo Grande Campus,  
Marian Regional Medical Center
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French Hospital Medical Center

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  St. John’s Pleasant Valley Hospital
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  St. John’s Regional Medical Center


Purpose
To provide instructions to clean and disinfect the cell washer, as well as to remove blockages due to salt crystallization.
Policy
· The flush process using 10% bleach will be performed as part of the weekly maintenance.

· The flush process using only distilled water will be performed as part of daily maintenance and when the cell washer has been idle for > 4 hours.

Materials

	Supplies
	Equipment

	· 12x75 tubes

· 500 mL of fresh 10% bleach solution

· 1L distilled or deionized water

· Blood bank saline
	· Cell washer


Procedure
Flushing the System with 10% Bleach: Follow the steps below to clean and disinfect the cell washer.
	Step
	Action
	Related Documents

	1
	Load the rotor with tubes, leaving every other position in the rotor empty and close the lid.
	

	2
	Prepare 500 mL of fresh 10% bleach solution by combining 479 mL of distilled or deionized water and 21 mL of 6.0% bleach in the designated container.
	

	3
	Prepare a container of 1 L of distilled or deionized water.
	

	4
	Disconnect the saline tube from the saline cube and place tubing in a container containing the prepared 10% bleach solution.
	


	5
	Press the Menu button on the Start screen. Select and run the “flush 1” program. Wait 5 minutes. 
	

	6
	Remove the saline tubing from the bleach solution and place in a container containing   1 L of distilled or deionized water.
	

	7
	Press the Menu button on the Start screen. Select and run the “flush 1” program.
	

	8
	Open the lid and dry the centrifuge area.
	

	9
	Reattach the saline tubing to the saline cube.
	

	10
	Press the Menu button on the Start screen. Select and run the “flush 1” program.
	

	11
	Open the lid and dry the centrifuge area.
	

	12
	Document the completed maintenance task on the Helmer Automatic Cell Washer Maintenance Record.
	


Flushing the System with Distilled or Deionized Water: Follow the step below to flush the system with distilled or deionized water.
	Step
	Action
	Related Documents

	1
	Load the rotor with tubes, leaving every other position on the rotor empty. Close the lid.
	

	2
	Disconnect the saline tube from the saline cube and place tubing in a container with 1 L of distilled or deionized water.
	

	3
	Press the Menu button on the Start screen. Select and run the “flush 1” program. Wait 5 minutes.
	

	4
	Remove the saline tubing from the distilled or deionized water container and reattach the saline tubing to the saline cube.
	

	5
	Press the Menu button on the Start screen. Select and run the “flush 1” program.
	

	6
	Open the lid and dry the centrifuge area.
	

	7
	Document the completed maintenance task on the Helmer Automatic Cell Washer Maintenance Record.
	


References

· Helmer Scientific Automatic Cell Washing System Services Manual Ultra CWII

Associated Documents

· Helmer Automatic Cell Washer Maintenance Record
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