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Purpose
To provide guidelines on how to manage pre-transfusion testing for patients with warm autoantibodies and their transfusion requests.
Policy

· Phenotypically matched units may be provided prior to send out testing completion with pathologist approval.
· Crossmatch results may be incompatible due to the presence of the warm autoantibody.
· Phenotypically match red blood cells are no longer required once warm autoantibody is no longer presenting.

Procedure
Sample and Transfusion Request Management: Follow the steps below to manage a sample with a warm autoantibody as well as requests for red blood cells. 
NOTE: Crossmatches will only be interpreted as least incompatible if crossmatch testing produces an incompatible result. Least incompatible RBCs will require pathologist approval. 

	Step
	Action
	Related Documents

	
	Follow the guidelines below to manage a sample with a potential warm autoantibody.
Frequency…

Then…

First time patient

· Perform gel screen and panel

· Perform tube screen.

· Perform DAT if indicated.

· Send sample to reference laboratory for antibody identification and a complete phenotype/genotype if needed.
· Provide phenotypically matched PRBCs.
· Perform AHG tube crossmatches .
· Each admission and/or subsequent specimen within 30 days

AND

· Reaction strengths have NOT increased ≥ 2 fold (i.e. 1+ reactions previously now 3+ reactions)
AND

· Patient has been transfused with phenotypically matched PRBCS
· Perform gel screen and panel.

· Perform tube screen.

· Do not send to reference laboratory.

· Provide phenotypically matched PRBCs.
· Perform AHG tube crossmatches.

	7540.BB.CC.114 Antibody Screen by Manual Gel Procedure
7540.BB.CC.151 Selecting and Testing Reagent Red Cells for Antibody Identification

7540.BB.CC.152 Excluding Antibodies and Evaluating Initial Antibody Investigation Results
7540.BB.CC.116 Direct Antiglobulin Test (DAT) by Tube Testing

	1 (cont.)
	Frequency…

Then…

· Subsequent specimen and transfused with non-phenotypically matched PRBCs

AND/OR

· Antibody screen reaction strengths have increased ≥ 2 fold (i.e. 1+ reactions previously now 3+ reactions).
AND/OR

· Subsequent specimen and transfused with phenotypically matched PRBCs, >30 days since last reference lab workup
· Perform gel screen and panel.

· Perform tube screen.

· Send to reference laboratory for antibody identification.

· Provide phenotypically matched PRBCs.
· Perform AHG tube crossmatches.


	


Definition
· Phenotypically matched units will be antigen matched for the Rh, K, Kidd, Duffy, S, s antigens.

Related  Documents
· 7540.BB.CC.114 Antibody Screen by Manual Gel Procedure

· 7540.BB.CC.151 Selecting and Testing Reagent Red Cells for Antibody Identification

· 7540.BB.CC.152 Excluding Antibodies and Evaluating Initial Antibody Investigation Results

· 7540.BB.CC.116 Direct Antiglobulin Test (DAT) by Tube Testing
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