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RADY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL LABORATORY 
REGULATED MEDICAL, UNIVERSAL, AND HAZARDOUS WASTE TRAINING 

 

DEFINITIONS  

SHARPS ARE DEVICES WITH SHARP POINTS OR EDGES THAT CAN PUNCTURE OR CUT SKIN.  

     
 NEEDLES, LANCETS, SYRINGES WITH OR WITHOUT NEEDLES 
 GLASS ITEMS – BROKEN OR HAVE POTENTIAL TO BREAK – SLIDES, PIPETTES 
 PIPETTE TIPS, BLADES, RAZORS, SCALPELS  

 
 

BIOHAZARD “RED BAG” WASTE (REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE) IS ANY MATERIAL 
THAT MAY BE CONTAMINATED WITH BLOOD, BODY FLUIDS OR OTHER POTENTIALLY 

INFECTIOUS MATERIALS, THUS POSING A SIGNIFICANT RISK OF TRANSMITTING INFECTION. 

      

 ITEMS SATURATED WITH BLOOD AND BODY FLUIDS 
 BLOOD PRODUCT BAGS 
 IV TUBING CONTAINING BLOOD  
 USED CULTURE PLATES 
 SPECIMENS FOR MICROBIOLOGIC CULTURE  
 SPECIMEN CONTAINERS OF BLOOD AND BODY FLUIDS 
 TISSUES, FIXED AND FRESH – PATHOLOGY WASTE 
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UNIVERSAL WASTE IS ANY CONSUMER PRODUCT CONTAINING MERCURY, LEAD, CADMIUM 

AND OTHER SUBSTANCES THAT ARE HAZARDOUS TO HUMAN HEALTH AND THE 

ENVIRONMENT. THESE ITEMS CANNOT BE DISCARDED IN HOUSEHOLD TRASH NOR DISPOSED 

OF IN LANDFILLS. 
 

       

 BATTERIES  

 FLORESCENT LAMPS 

 MERCURY THERMOMETERS 

 ELECTRONICS – ANYTHING WITH A CORD OR BATTERY OPERATED  

 COMPUTERS, MONITORS, PRINTERS, PERIPHERALS 

 
 

HAZARDOUS WASTE IS ANY MATERIAL THAT POSES SUBSTANTIAL OR POTENTIAL THREATS 

TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR THE ENVIRONMENT (TOXIC, REACTIVE, FLAMMABLE OR CORROSIVE). 
    

      

 GRAM STAIN WASTE  

 XYLENE WASTE  

 FORMALIN  

 ALL OTHER TOXIC, REACTIVE, FLAMMABLE, OR CORROSIVE CHEMICALS  
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POLICIES – HANDLING, STORAGE, AND TRAINING 

SHARPS CONTAINERS 

 PPE MUST BE WORN WHEN HANDLING SHARPS CONTAINERS  
 MUST BE ATTACHED TO THE WALL, COUNTERTOP, OR IN A FLOOR TROLLEY  

 CONTAINER IS CONSIDERED FULL WHEN AT ¾ TO TOP.  CALL EVS WHEN FULL.  

 LID MUST BE CLOSED WHEN NOT IN USE  
 MUST BE LABELED WITH HOSPITAL NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER 

 

BIOHAZARD “RED BAG” CONTAINERS  

 PPE MUST BE WORN WHEN HANDLING BIOHAZARD CONTAINERS  

 MUST BE LINED WITH A RED HOSPITAL-APPROVED PLASTIC LINER PRIOR TO USE 

 THE LINER MUST HAVE HOSPITAL NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER 

 MUST BE KEPT CLOSED WHEN NOT IN USE 

 WHEN FULL, CALL EVS.  LINERS MUST BE TIED OR TAPED CLOSED PRIOR TO PICK UP. 

 CONTAINER IS CONSIDERED FULL WHEN AT ¾ TO TOP  

 TISSUES - FIXED AND FRESH (PATHOLOGY WASTE) 
 DECANT FORMALIN PRIOR TO PLACING TISSUE IN WASTE CONTAINER 
 USE DOUBLE RED BAGS INSIDE GREY CONTAINER 

 
 
HAZARDOUS WASTE CONTAINERS  

 PPE MUST BE WORN WHEN HANDLING HAZARDOUS WASTE CONTAINERS 

 WASTE CONTAINERS MUST HAVE A YELLOW HAZARDOUS WASTE LABEL ATTACHED 

 INFORMATION ON THE HAZARDOUS WASTE LABEL MUST INCLUDE:  
 HOSPITAL NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER  
 MAIN HAZARDOUS CONTENTS OF THE WASTE  
 START DATE – DATE FIRST USED – IF PICKED UP WEEKLY STATE “WEEKLY”  
 WASTE COLLECTION START DATE MUST BE LESS THAN 180 DAYS  
 CHARACTERISTICS/HAZARDOUS PROPERTIES OF THE WASTE  
 PHYSICAL STATE – LIQUID, SOLID, ETC.  

 MUST BE KEPT CLOSED AT ALL TIMES  

 LABEL MUST BE LEGIBLE AT ALL TIMES – NO SMEARS ON LABEL 

 WASTE CONTAINERS MUST BE INSPECTED AT LEAST WEEKLY FOR LEAKAGE 

 NEW WASTE MUST BE PROFILED BY A CONSULTANT PRIOR TO WASTING  
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GRAM STAIN WASTE COLLECTION AREA  

 PPE MUST BE WORN IN THE GRAM STAIN WASTE COLLECTION AREA 

 FACE SHIELDS MUST BE USED WHEN WASTING INTO THE SINK  

 AREA MUST BE KEPT CLEAN  

 A SECONDARY CONTAINER MUST BE USED UNDER THE PRIMARY WASTE CONTAINER  

 PRECAUTIONS MUST BE TAKEN TO PREVENT GRAM STAIN SPILLAGE ONTO THE FLOOR  

 COLLECTION CONTAINERS MUST HAVE A LEGIBLE YELLOW HAZARDOUS LABEL 

ATTACHED AT ALL TIMES – SEE REQUIREMENTS FOR HAZARDOUS WASTE LABEL  

 
 

FORMALIN WASTE  

 STORAGE AND LABELING REQUIREMENTS ARE LISTED UNDER HAZARDOUS WASTE 

CONTAINERS 

 WASTED FORMALIN MUST BE RECORDED AND RECORDS MUST BE KEPT FOR 3 YEARS 

 
 

HAZARDOUS WASTE CAGE AREA  

 USE FUNNEL AND GOGGLES WHEN POURING WASTE INTO BARRELS 

 GRAM STAIN IS CONSIDERED CONTAMINATED AND MUST BE POURED INTO A 

SEPARATELY MARKED BARREL IN THE WASTE YARD  

 BARRELS IN WASTE CAGE MUST BE KEPT CLOSED AND SEALED AT ALL TIMES  

 NEVER MIX INCOMPATIBLE CHEMICAL WASTE  

 WASTE CAGE IN WASTE YARD MUST BE KEPT LOCKED WHEN NOT IN USE  

 
 

UNIVERSAL WASTE – BATTERIES, LIGHT BULBS, ELECTRONIC ITEMS  

 MUST NOT BE PLACED IN REGULAR WASTE CONTAINERS.  CALL EVS FOR PICKUP. 

 EVS  COLLECTS UNIVERSAL WASTE IN THE WASTE CAGE AREA 

 
 

TRAINING  

 REQUIRED FOR ALL STAFF WHO HANDLE REGULATED MEDICAL, HAZARDOUS, AND 

UNIVERSAL WASTE  

 REQUIRED ANNUALLY  

 MUST BE RECORDED AND SIGNED  

 RECORDS MUST BE KEPT FOR 3 YEARS   
 

 


