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PURPOSE                      
Instructions for properly embedding Alopecia specimens.  These are usually punch biopsies of scalp that need to be individually handled depending on the materials received and the way they are cut in the gross room.  It is vital to the diagnosis that the specimen be oriented correctly during embedding.
SCOPE

Histology Department
PROCEDURE
Alopecia cases should be submitted to the embedding station with the word ALOPECIA marked on the cassette(s) and a Special Embedding Instructions form should be submitted to the embedding station prior to receiving the processed cassette(s).
1. Special Embedding Instructions should be followed.  If there is any question or unexpected finding the embedder should STOP AND NOT EMBED THE SPECIMEN until the resident or gross room staff involved with the case can advise the embedder.

2. In the simplest alopecia cases, the punch biopsy is cut in by the gross room in discs cut parallel to the skin surface and inked on the deepest surface.  These should be embedded ink side down in the mold, so that the inked surface is cut first.  Unlike most other inked specimens DO NOT EMBED THEM ON EDGE.  Be sure the multiple discs are all flat in the embedding mold.  Face in only deep enough to obtain a full section from the multiple discs.

3. In more complicated cases, multiple punch biopsies are received and are handled differently in 2 cassettes.  One punch is handled as above, and the second is handled in the traditional bisected punch biopsy format (cut side embedded down).  For these situations, unless Special Embedding Instructions are very clear the embedder should STOP AND NOT EMBED THE SPECIMEN until the resident or gross room staff involved with the case can advise the embedder.

4. In all cases facing in should be only deep enough to obtain a full section.  Only one H&E slide should be cut from each block unless directed otherwise by the resident involved in the case.
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