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PURPOSE                      
Sectioning Breast Biopsies.  The biopsies are measured and inked during grossing.  The Pathologists check to ensure the core biopsy on the slide matches the gross description.  Occasionally the core biopsy on the slide looks much smaller than expected due to loss or alteration of tissue from shrinking and curling during processing followed by embedding.
SCOPE

Histology Department
PROCEDURE
Face into the block to obtain a significant portion of the tissue with minimal waste. The first priority is to produce a good representative section of the core biopsy, and the second priority is to conserve tissue for additional studies.  Guidelines for depth of cutting, below are not to preclude using best professional judgment in cutting.  Three levels should be obtained as follows: 
Large Biopsies 2mm in diameter - face in 20 sections between levels

Biopsies 1-1/2mm in diameter - face in 10 sections between levels

Biopsies <1mm in diameter - face in 5 sections between levels
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