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PURPOSE                      

Tissue collection protocol for electron microscopy.         
PROCEDURE

Immediately after obtaining the biopsy, place in a vial of EM fixative containing glutaraldehyde (blue top vial).  EM fixative is located in the Gross Room or the EM Lab.

The EM fixative that we uses is 1/2 strength Karnovsky's fixative which contains 2.5% glutaraldehyde and 2% paraformaldehyde in 0.1M phosphate buffer.

Cut the specimen in 1-2 mm pieces using a clean, sharp blade.  Avoid crushing.  The specimen should be free of blood or extra connective tissue.

For outside cases labeled vials and Pathology Request Form should be sent to the Anatomic Pathology Main Office, room BB220 for accessioning.  For inside cases, after accessioning, deliver the vial to the EM Lab, room BB222, or stored in a 4 degree refrigerator until delivery is possible.  The vial should be labeled with two patient identifications which includes patient name and SU number.
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