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PURPOSE                      

The detect high risk HPV in anal, penile, oral, oral-phaynx and biopsy specimens.
On the World Health Organization panel the HPV laboratory at Harborview Medical Center scored 100% on the 16 and 18.

PROCEDURE

1. The Quigen Cervical Sampler collection kit contains a vial of Specimen Transport Media (STM), a guanidinium chloride based preservative and a prescored brush.  The tubes may be stored at room temperature.  An expiration date is printed on the exterior of the collection kit as well as the tube.  Call the HPV lab to obtain more vials of STM, 206-744-3911.  This is to be done before the lab runs out of kits entirely.
2. Use clean (or sterile) technique throughout process.
3. Anogenital specimens:  wipe area using cotton or Dacron swab and discard.  Brush the lesion turning and rotating the brush as you apply firm pressure.  Epithelial cells must be present in the STM in order to test for HPV.  Place brush in vial and snap off handle.  Tightly secure cap.  Label vial.
4. Oral cavity specimens:  Gargle from the Nasopharyngeal tumor. Press the brush firmly while scraping the lesion to assure an adequate cell sampling.  Place brush in vial and snap handle, seal with cap and label vial.
5. Penile specimens:  Use a sterile Dacron swab dipped momentarily in sterile saline prior to swabbing the site to be tested with the brush.  Apply firm pressure while swabbing to assure adequate cell sampling.  Place brush in vial, snap handle, seal with cap and label.
6. Fresh tissue:  A 3-5mm sample is adequate.  Epithelial cells must be present on the tissue in order to test for HPV.  Place tissue immediately into the Specimen Transport Media (STM) collection vial and recap.  Discard brush.  Use clean or sterile technique throughout process.  If STM is not available; place tissue into a sterile specimen container.  Freeze immediately at -2C or colder.  When STM collection vial is available, remove the frozen tissue from the specimen container and transfer to the STM vial.  Make Sure that the tissue is in the STM and not adhered to the wall of the vial.

7. Specimens may be transported at room temperature.  Label with a patient's name, provider's name and date of collection.
8. Specimens are to be transported to the HPV lab at Harborview Medical Center - Pathology.
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