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PURPOSE                      

To provide instructions on handling specimens that require immunofluorescence (IF).                      
PROCEDURE
1. Specimens biopsied at UWMC during the week are submitted to Pathology as follows:

a) Renal, oral path and derms arrive in transport media 

b) Heart cath lab, lung tissue (for anti GBM) come fresh

c) Occasionally Autopsy will submit kidney or lung fresh.

2. Ensure the request for IF appears on the requisition form.  A separate biopsy for IF may be submitted, or a single biopsy may be bisected by us.  Accession the specimen and have a resident describe the specimen.
3. Specimens biopsied at UWMC evenings or on weekends should be placed in Transport Medica for IF (conveniently supplied with pink labeled vials in the Derm Clinic or available in the Gross Room NW 211C).  This is an ammonium-sulfate base buffer that can reverse precipitate (and preserve) immune deposits, while not harming normal histology, for up to 72 hours and longer.  Tissue recovered from this buffer is then washed and frozen (or split with half frozen and half fixed and paraffin embedded) in IHC Laboratory.
4. Specimens for IF are given to the IHC Lab (NW-211), the only exception being renal biopsies which are given to the Renal Technologist also in room NW-211 (Histology).
5. Skin biopsies from outside UWMC for IF should be submitted in the Transport Media for IF.
6. Use of Carnoy's fixative for IF should be DISCONTNUED.  This was a pilot project that, while reasonably successful, proved inferior to frozen tissue for localization of C3 and IgG in particular.

7. For questions call the IHC Lab at 598-4202 for all tissue types except renal biopsies, call 598-6061.
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