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PURPOSE                      
To provide instructions for cutting and staining Cardiac Biopsies.
SCOPE

Histology and Gross Room
PROCEDURE
1. Cardiac Biopsies are prioritized with other biopsies, derms, renals, and oral pathology blocks to be cut before surgical cases.  Before cutting it should be known whether the cardiac biopsy is a transplant or a diagnostic specimen by designation on the cassette.  The designation on the cassette should be printed with "CAR DX" or "CAR TX".
2. All cutting is performed at 4 microns and sections should be placed on charged slides.  The blocks should be faced in carefully and sections should be taken as soon as significant tissue is present.  All cutting should be done serially with no waste between levels.  The number of sections per H&E slide should be determined based on the amount of tissue present to ensure that the full complement of slides can be made.  Every attempt should be made to conserve tissue in the block in case additional studies are required after the initial cutting.

3. Cardiac Transplant Biopsies should be designated as "CAR TX" on the cassette and cut to produce 5 levels.  There should be one H&E and 2 unstained slides on levels 3 and 4 for a total of 9 slides.  The unstained slides are delivered to IHC after baking 30 minutes at 60 degrees.  The 5 H&E slides are stained on the automatic H&E stainer, coverslipped and placed in a palette with 5 H&E slides fro the preceding case.  The slides from the preceding can be identified in PowerPath and obtained from the slide room.  If the slides are not accessible a slip should be placed with the current slides stating that the previous slides are unavailable.

4. Cardiac Diagnostic Biopsies should be designated as "CAR DX" on the cassette and be cut to produce 5 levels (like the transplant cases), but with the addition of 2 extra slides cut at level 3 for a total of 11 slides.  One of these slides should be special stained for Fe and the other with VVG.  These special stained slides should be included with the H&E slides when delivered.
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