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PURPOSE                      
The purpose of this policy is to describe the usage and safety precautions surrounding Ultraviolet light in the lab.
POLICY
UV light may cause corneal or skin burns from direct or deflected light sources.  Wherever UV light sources are used, suitable and adequate personal protective equipment must be provided, and appropriate approved signage displayed. 

Hoods with a UV light source installed are located in culture areas of the laboratory.  Under no circumstances is the UV light activated while either hood are in use.  The UV light in the hood should be used for 15-20 minutes when decontaminating the hood after a spill or contamination issue has been identified. .  
Technologists should leave the area to avoid exposure when the UV light(s) are on.  Do not look directly at the light and wear protective goggles if you cannot leave the immediate area.    
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