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TITLE:  POST-VASECTOMY EXAMINATION OF SEMINAL FLUID

PRINCIPLE:

This procedure provides instruction for doing a post-vasectomy examination of seminal fluid. A successful vasectomy results in seminal fluid free of spermatozoa.  The post-vasectomy seminal fluid will verify the presence or absence of spermatozoa.

SPECIMEN:

· The name of the patient, length of abstinence, date and time of collection and interval of time between actual collection and lab analysis should be recorded on the request form submitted with the specimen (See Post –Vasectomy Semen Analysis Form attached to this procedure).  The Patient Collection Form is filed in the Hematology Department

· The sample should be collected on-site, in the Urology Clinic. Specimens received from outside of the facility will be rejected.

· The sample must be delivered to the lab immediately after collection.  The specimen should be transported at room temperature 20-25 degrees C.        

· The sample should be produced by masturbation and ejaculated into a clean wide mouth container.  The entire ejaculate must be included in the collection for an accurate analysis.

· The specimen cup must be labeled with the following information:

a. Full Name

b. SSN

c. Date and Time of collection

· Please note that these collections may only occur Monday through Friday until 2:30 PM. We will not be able to process the specimens after 2:30 PM during the week nor will be able to process the specimens on holidays or weekends.
REAGENTS AND SUPPLIES:

Centrifuge

Transfer pipette

Microscope-phase contrast (preferably)

40X objective

Slide and coverslip (22x22mm)

Urine Tubes for spinning of specimen

QUALITY CONTROL: 

· Only a qualitative assessment is performed. “Present” or “Absent”.
· Motility comments can be made under the COMMENT field. (See Reporting on page 3.)

· CAP Proficiency testing is rotated through all staff and performed the same as patients.

PROCEDURE:

1. Allow Specimen to liquefy at room temperature, 20 minutes or more.

2. Perform gross examination noting appearance: Such as normal, pink, red, brown, clumps, etc.

3. Make a wet mount, coverslip, and look for presence of spermatozoa using 40X high power objective.

4. Spin specimen at 2500 rpm for 5 minutes, save supernatant in original specimen bottle.

5. Make a wet mount, coverslip, and look for presence of spermatozoa in 10-20 microscopic fields using 40X objective.

EXPECTED VALUES:

· A Post-Vasectomy specimen should have no sperm present.

· The appearance of the specimen should be normal.

RESULTS REPORTING:

· All results are entered in DHCP according to the laboratory’s computer procedures.  If the computer is down, results will be reported according to the laboratory’s Computer Downtime Procedure
· First, report if sperm are present or absent. If absent, report as “absent”. If present, report as “present”. Then enter under the comment field as follows:

· If less than 8 non-motile sperm per high-power field, report as rare non-motile sperm. If greater than or equal to 8 non-motile sperm per high-power field, report as non-motile sperm present. If any number of motile sperm identified, report as motile sperm present.

COMMENT CODES:

·   SP1        RARE NON-MOTILE SPERM PRESENT

·   SP2        NON-MOTILE SPERM PRESENT

·   SP3        MOTILE SPERM PRESENT
REFERENCES: 

ASCP, Atlas of Sperm Morphology, Adelman, Cahill, 1989.

Urinalysis & Body Fluids, A Color Text & Atlas, Rigsrud, Lunne, 1995, pp 206-213.

Kjeldsberg, Carl Knight, Joseph.  Seminal Fluid Post Vasectomy Body Fluids, 1993, chapter 5, pp 225-261.

Geneva Foundation for Medical Education and Research, 8th Postgraduate Course for

Semen Analysis, Rumbullaku, Tutor-A, De Agostini, Dept of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Geneva University Hospital.

Urinalysis and Body Fluids, Susan King Strasinger, F. A. Davis Company, PA 1985. pg.158.

Urinalysis and Body Fluids, Karen Munson Ringsrud, Jean Jorgenson Lenne, Mosly, 1995, p212.

RELATED DOCUMENTS:

Patient Collection Report, (See at the end of this procedure).

POST-VASECTOMY SEMEN ANALYSIS

Instructions

1. Abstain from sexual activity for 2-3 days.

2. The sample should be collected on-site, in the Urology Clinic. Specimens received from outside of the facility will be rejected.
3. The specimen should be collected by masturbation without the aid of lubricants or condoms.  The entire sample must be collected.

4. The container should be labeled with your full name, full social security number and date and time of collection.

5. Return this form and sample to the laboratory.

PATIENT’S NAME _________________________

LENGTH OF ABSTINENCE _____________DAYS

METHOD OF COLLECTION ________________

DATE AND TIME OF COLLECTION _________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LABORATORY USE ONLY

Type of container received ______________________

Date and Time specimen received in lab____________

Time of Liquefaction __________________________

Appearance of specimen ________________________

Technologist _________________________________

Date and time testing completed ______________ 
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