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Annual Microbiology Competency for Problem Solving 2018
1. An appropriate specimen for C. difficile testing is received in micro.  Before performing the test the patient’s CDT history is checked and this patient had a CDT performed 7 days earlier.  The previous result was positive for antigen and negative for toxin.  What is the next step?

a. Reject the specimen due to a CDT was performed during the last 14 days, notify nurse, and document in the rejection log.

b. Perform and result the test because two CDT tests may be performed during a 14 day period if the test is positive

c. Perform the test but only result if the test is positive

2. You receive a copan swab from the nare for a LMRSA order.  The specimen is properly labeled.  What is the next step you would perform?

a. Set up the MRSA test cartridge at the Cepheid counter and load using proper safety attire.

b. Set up the MRSA test cartridge under the hood, change your gloves and then load on the Cepheid.

c. Clean under the hood with a solution of 10% bleach.  Next clean under the hood with isopropyl alcohol.  Put on a new pair of gloves.  Set up the test cartridge under the hood.  Change gloves to a new pair.  Carry cartridge to Cepheid and load.

3. How often is QC performed on C. difficile and MRSA kits?

a. Every week

b. Each new lot number and shipment or at least every 30 days

c. Every month

d. Daily

4. The Emergency Department sends down a cotton tipped swab on the patient in room 6 for a Throat Culture w/ Rapid Strep.  What should you do next?

a. Perform the rapid strep and finalize the culture

b. Reject the specimen and request a polyester tipped swab be collected

c. Perform the rapid strep first then streak the BAP agar for culture

d. Throw the swab away

5. Twenty minutes after you have resulted a BD Veritor System for Rapid Flu test, the ED doctor calls and requests we set up a RSV also with the same sample swab.  The child is 7 years old.  What do you tell the doctor?

a. Tell him to collect another swab that we can’t use the same swab for Flu and RSV

b. Tell him we will perform the RSV test using the same swab

c. Tell him we don’t perform RSV testing on patients over 6 years old

d. Tell him we can’t perform the RSV because it has been over 15 minutes since flu testing was performed

e. Both C and D

6. The workload is very busy and a positive blood culture alarm has gone off in Micro.  There is not a trauma in Blood Bank, just a heavy volume of STATs at the moment.  What do you do?

a. Set up the plates and gram stains to dry then rush back to the main lab to do a few stats while you wait for your slides to dry.

b. Set up the plates and get your gram stains in the stainer.  This will give you 3 minutes to result a stat in the main lab.

c. Stay in micro until the entire process is completed because workload is not an acceptable reason to not call a positive blood culture within 30 minutes.  
7. You are trying to initial gram stain findings on a positive blood culture, the unit secretary answers the phone and says the nurse is busy and can’t come to the phone.  What do you do next?

a. Tell her you will call her back later and hang up

b. Give the positive blood culture gram stain results to the unit secretary

c. Request to speak to another nurse, the charge nurse or nursing supervisor

8. You are about to load a blood culture when you realize only one aerobic bottle is collected and it appears to have only about 1mL of blood in it.  The patient is 65 years old and only one phlebotomist has stuck the patient.  What do you do?

a. Load the bottle on the BacTec

b. Reject the specimen
c. Ask another phlebotomist to recollect and obtain a full set

d. Both B and C

9. You have a positive blood culture (1st of 4 bottles) the gram stain is GNR.  After calling gram stain results to the nurse you then set up a BCID panel for the BioFire.  After 70 minutes the BioFire identifies the organism as E coli.  Thirty minutes later a 2nd bottle comes off positive as well.  The gram stain for bottle 2 is also a GNR.  You do not have to set up another BCID panel on the BioFire because the gram stain is the same as the previous bottle.

a. True

b. False

10. Select the correct cleaning process for the setup area of the BioFire.

a. Alcohol, Water, Bleach

b. Bleach, Water, Alcohol

c. Water, Bleach, Alcohol
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