MSU crystals are birefringent, with strong negative elongation when viewed under compensated polarized light. CPPD crystals are weakly birefringent and rhomboid or rod shaped. CPPD crystals might not be as evident and thus possibly missed, especially if the analysis is not done by a trained examiner.  In addition to shape and birefringence, MSU and CPPD differ in color depending on the axis of orientation with respect to the polarizer. When the axis of the MSU crystal is parallel to the polarizer it appears yellow, and when it is perpendicular it appears blue. The CPPD crystal is the reverse of that, so when the CPPD crystal is parallel it appears blue and when perpendicular it appears yellow 

