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UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER

The best possible treatment starts
with the highest quality diagnostic tests.
Your choice — URMC labs

Because Your Lab Matters

For a URMC lab near you, call 350-2600
or visit www.urmc-labs.com





STRONG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL – MICROBIOLOGY LABORATORY

Bordetella pertussis Test kits
Instructions for Collection of Specimen(s) for Bordetella pertussis Fluorescent Antibody (DFA) and Culture With Other Pertinent Information

Materials provided:

1. 1-Transwab (nasal) Culturette (Blue top) containing transport media with charcoal, to be used for Culture only.

2. 1-Sterile Swab (Calcium Alginate) ultrafine aluminum applicator, to be used to smear the DFA Slide only.


3.
1 Slide with holder for Direct Fluorescent Antibody (DFA).


4.
1- Requisition slip SMH 440 Microbiology 




Clearly indicate:  Fluorescent Antibody (DFA) and Culture for B. pertussis.

Procedure:


1.
Using the nasopharyngeal swabs contained in the kit (one swab at a time), gently pass the swab through a nostril into the nasopharynx of the patient while patient’s head is immobilized to prevent injury.  Often a cough is induced which increases the chances for successful results, especially if the swab is allowed to remain in place during a coughing paroxysm.  If resistance is encountered because of a large turbinate, deviated septum, or adenoids, force should not be used.  Note: A throat swab is not appropriate for isolation of B. pertussis due to lack of sensitivity.


2.
The swab from the Culturette should be placed back into its container as per package directions. This swab will be used for Culture.


3. The second swab should be used to prepare the Fluorescent Antibody Slide.

Gently roll the swab over the surface of the slide, within the circle. Be sure that the frosted side of the slide is "UP".  Discard this swab.

4. Air dry the smear before placing it back into the slide holder for transport to the laboratory.  Secure the slide inside the holder with the rubber band provided. Label both slide holder and swab with patient name and collection date.


5.
Fill out accompanying requisition: SMH 440



Please indicate date of onset of disease, pertinent clinical data and antibiotic therapy if any.


6.
Return all materials to Microbiology, Strong Memorial Hospital, Room 2-5224 / Tube station 102 for SMH patients.

7.
You will be notified by phone of any positive findings.


8.
Phone inquiries as to specimen status can be made to 275-7801 or X5-7801 (In-house)
9.
Test turnaround times (TAT's) for results are as follows: DFA  (0-2 days)  Cultulre (3-10 days)



Test Performance Characteristics:











The SMH DFA test has characteristically over time, shown a sensitivity of ~ 55% (Range 35-75%), and a Specificity of ~ 99% (Range 98-100%) when compared to Culture. 


Therefore it is important that both type of tests be collected and submitted for analysis to maximize pathogen recovery. 
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