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‘There are two morphologic forms that
are seenin clinical specimens, the.
yeast phase and pseudonyphae.

Asingle yeast cell s 5-7 microns in
diameter and can be seen with or
without a bud. Single yeast cells or
yeast buds are diffcult to visualize
using a 10x objective, but can be easily.
confirmed using a 40x objective. They
are often mistaken for red biood cells.

Candida sp. can form elongated cels
called pseudohyphae up to 50 microns
long. Pseudohyphae appear as thick-
walled tube-ike Structures, appear
branched, and may have terminal

buds. Pseudohyphae can be visualized
using a 10x objective, but should be
confirmed using 40 objective.

“The use of KOH enhances the
‘appearance of botn forms by clearing
the cellutar elements. Itis important to
allow the KOH to react with the sample.
before making an observation.




